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The Coach and 315, by Artist Daniel A. Moore, is the 
only painting Officially Commissioned to commemorate 
Coach Bryant's historic 315th career victory. Bryant, the 
consummate field general, is shown commanding his troops 
late in the game's fourth quarter from his sideline vantage 
point. Transcending its striking portrayal of Coach Bryant, 
the painting embodies his "whole team" philosophy by 
including a cast of players, coaches and even the ball boy. 

In commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of its 
release, this classical masterpiece is now being offered as a 
Time-Limited Edition of Original Canvas Replicas. The edi- 
tion will be strictly limited to the number of canvases 
ordered by March 1, 2003. Due to the limited time 
frame of this once-in-a-lifetime offer, immediate action 


is advised! A 50% deposit is required at the time of ordering. 
Each canvas will be brush embellished and hand-signed 
and numbered in oils by Daniel A. Moore—further giving 
each the look and feel of the artist's original oil painting. The 
image area of The Coach and 315 Canvas Replica will be a 
full 36" x 24.5", a commanding focal point in any collection! 
Regular Edition canvases are priced at $2,000 and Artist's 
Proofs are $3,000. Custom Framing, as shown he is 
$475. Outside dimensions of frame are 46" x 34.5" 
CALL TOLL FREE T ae Y: 
a YE F = 
1-800-73 5-27 O/ 


Applicable taxes and shipping charges will be added to all prices shown above. 


NEW LIFEART, INC. 


3600 Lornaridge Drive * Birmingham, Alabama 35216 * 205-979-2158 * www.newlifeart.com 
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top players on one of the nation’s top teams. Last 
year's SEC Player of the Year is a candidate for 
national honors in his senior season. 
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Football Notebook: 


Price Has Been Busy As Tide Coach 


by Kirk McNair 


An update on Crimson 
Tide football activities 


ne of the eyebrow-raisers around 

Tuscaloosa following the arrival of 

new Alabama Football Coach Mike 
Price on January 4 was the report that the 
house-hunting Price family had found a 
home that impressed them, And it was ready 
for a quick sale since it had been abandoned 
in a hurry by departed Crimson Tide Coach 
Dennis Franchione. 

Price may or may not take over the vacat- 
ed Franchione house, but the fact is he 
hasn't had much time for shopping since 
taking the three-hour private jet ride to 
Tuscaloosa on January 4 after cleaning out 
his desk at Washington State. Price has been 
completing his coaching staff, recruiting, 
and even finding time to be honored at a 
couple of national Coach of the Year ban- 
quets. In fact, he was so busy he decided to 
not serve as head coach of the West team in 
the East-West Shrine Game at San Francisco 
January 11, (Former Tiders Marico Portis 
and Alonzo Ephraim played for the East in 
that game.) 

And while Price hasn't signed a contract 
with Alabama yet, reliable reports say he has 
agreed to a seven-year deal that would guar- 
antee him $9.1 million and could pay him as 
much as an additional $3,695,000 in incen- 
tives over that time, The major incentive is 
to complete the seven-year contract, which 
calls for a $1.5 million bonus, (Incentives 
are not likely to rise to that highest possible 
level since that total would include Alabama 
winning the Southeastern Conference 
Championship Game and appearing in the 
national championship game in the six years 
alter Bama becomes eligible for a bowl game 
next year and would include Price being 
named SEC and national coach of the year 
each of the next seven years.) The base con- 
tract calls for $150,000 salary plus $1.15 
million per year from speaking engage- 
ments, radio and television shows, camps, 
and endorsements. At Washington State 
Price had a contract that paid him $500,000 
per year, but he made about $900,000 last 
year because of incentives as he was Pac-10 
Coach of the Year and led the Cougars to the 
Rose Bowl as league co-champions. 

His new contract has not been completed, 
and when it is it will have to be approved by 
Alabama's president, chancellor and the 
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Board of Trustees compensation committee, 
as well as by Price, 

The contract not being complete strikes a 
nerve with some, It took The University two 
months to finish Franchione’s original 
seven-year contract. Last year Athletics 
Director Mal Moore and Franchione came to 
an agreement on a new 10-year contract. 
However, The University did not complete 
the document before last season and 
Franchione left for Texas A&M with the 
contract unsigned. (That is not to blame 
Alabama for Franchione’s departure. He re- 
neged on a contract with five years remain- 
ing and there’s no reason to believe he 
would not have broken a 10-year contract.) 

Price was an honoree al two national 
Coach of the Year banquets, one by the 
American Football Coaches Association at 
their annual meeting, the other by the 
American Heart Association in Houston, 
which awards the Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 
Trophy. Franchione was also a nominee for 
the Bryant Trophy. 

There was some dissatisfaction over Price 
electing to coach Washington State in the 
Rose Bowl, particularly after the Cougars 
had a poor showing against Oklahoma, a 34- 
14 loss. One person who sees the bigger pic- 
ture is Homer Smith, who served as offen- 
sive coordinator at Alabama under both Bill 
Curry and Gene Stallings. Smith, who spent 
much of his coaching career in the West, no- 
tably at UCLA where he coached in four 
Rose Bowl games, didn't have a hard time 
putting his finger on what went wrong [or 
Washington State. 

"I know that Oklahoma has better ath- 
letes.,.everyone in coaching knows that 
Oklahoma has better athletes,” Smith said. 
“I was sorry that the Washington State quar- 
terback (Jason Gesser) was not at full speed. 
He has been an exceptional performer 
through the year.” 

Smith said, “When Mike Price and his staff 
lay out the offensive plan, the offensive play- 
ers are going to like it. It was a plan that 
beat USC. I don’t know how you do that at 
Washington State. It was a remarkable ac- 
complishment by Mike Price.” 

Smith also said, “Considering what he has 
been through for most of his career, Mike 
Price is the ideal man for guiding Alabama 
through what may be a difficult period.” 
Smith doesn’t expect any more NCAA prob- 
lems for the Tide. “I don't think there will be 
any violation of rules while he’s conducting 
things,” Smith said. “He’s known as a 
straight arrow in coaching,” 

Smith says he knows Price “about like ev- 
eryone else who has coached in the West. | 
went to one of his clinics when he was at 
Weber State. | know him well enough to 


know he's a great guy, a real solid, straight- 
forward kind of guy, and an excellent foot- 
ball coach.” 


Spring Practice 

Alabama spring football practice is expect- 
ed to begin March 3 and the annual A-Day 
Game is tentatively scheduled for March 29. 
Although Price had considered having 
spring practice later in order to give his staff 
more time to become familiar with person- 
nel, the dates had already been set and he 
elected to leave that schedule. 


Re-Recruiting 

While two players with eligibility remain- 
ing-running back Santonio Beard and offen- 
sive lineman Dante Ellington-elected to 
forego their final seasons at Alabama (both 
reportedly for academic reasons), there were 
reasons for Tide faithful to hold their 
breaths after players returned from 
Christmas break. 

One returning first team defensive end, 
Nautyn McKay-Loescher, was missing in ac- 
tion when classes started January 8. 
Another, starting rover Brooks Daniels, was 
on campus but not taking part in off-season 
conditioning work. 

The fear was that McKay-Loescher might 
have succumbed to the recruiting overtures 
of another school (Michigan State was the 
popular villain) and that Daniels might elect 
to pass up his final season in favor of profes- 
sional football. However, by January 13 both 
were on campus and working out with their 
teanimates. And the January 15 deadline for 
underclassmen to declare for the NFL draft 
passed with no loss of Tiders. 

“1 sat down with my parents and I talked it 
over,” Daniels said. “We decided that it was 
good for me to come back for another year. | 
talked to my mom and she told me ‘You 
don't have to rush into anything,’ So I'm re- 
turning to play for Alabama.” Last year 
Alabama had to worry about other schools 
recruiting Daniels. 

Last year Alabama lost linebacker Saleem 
Rasheed to early defection to the NFL. 
Daniels admitted he heard from various 
sources that he would be an early round 
pick. He is aware of NCAA rules regarding 
agents and said he stayed far away from any 
agent contact. 

Alabama will remain under the gun until 
next August insolar as seniors being allowed 
to transfer without penalty because of the 
Tide's NCAA bowl ban. There had been 
some concern that a couple of Tide seniors 
might be interested in following Franchione 
to Texas A&M. The biggest worry was over 
Derrick Pope, whose uncle, Kennith, is an 
assistant coach under Franchione. There 
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was also concern that running back Shaud 
Williams, who had transferred from Texas 
Tech to join Franchione in Tuscaloosa, 
might head for Aggieland. However, neither 
of the Texans elected to transfer. 

Ellington was one of three wpeoming se- 
niors who were redshirted last fall. The 
other two, wide receiver Antonio Carter and 
lineman (probably offensive guard) ,.tlas 
Herrion, are both doing well in off-season 
work and will be playing in the fall. 


Baseball Crossover 

Three Alabama football players—quarter- 
backs Spencer Pennington and Brandon 
Avalos and running back Shaud Williams-are 
expected to participate with Coach Jim Wells’ 
Crimson Tide baseball team this spring. But 
Alabama football is benefitting from some 
former baseball players, too. 

Two former professional baseball players 
are walking on with the Crimson Tide foot- 
ball this semester, Arturo “Scoop” 
McDowell, a fleet athlete who could be a 
cornerback or wide receiver, and Mike 
Machen, a quarterback, haye completed 
their baseball careers, Both had contracts 
that assured their college expenses would be 
paid and both elected to attend Alabama. 
Both are taking part in off-season work and 
are expected to go through spring practice, 
then redshirt next fall, beginning their four 
years of eligibility in 2004. 

McDowell, 6-1, 176, is a native of Jackson, 
Mississippi, where he played at Forest Hill 
High School, He was a centerfielder in the San 
Francisco Giants organization for five years. 
He was named the fastest base runner in the 
organization after clocking a 4.3 40-yard dash. 

The other former professional baseball 
player, Machen, had announced last [all that 
he would join Bama this spring. The 6-6, 
235-pound quarterback will go through 
spring practice, then redshirt next fall, then 
will have four years of eligibility beginning 
in the fall of 2004. 


Tide Finishes 11th 

The final Associated Press football poll for 
2002 had Alabama number 11, despite the 
Tide being ineligible for a bowl game. Bama, 
which had a 10-3 record and the best record 
in the Southeastern Conference Western 
Division at 6-2, lost to three bow!l-winning 
teams—Georgia which finished third, 
Oklahoma which finished fifth, and Auburn, 
which finished 14th, 

The 2002 Crimson Tide had victories over 
seven bowl teams—North Texas, Hawaii, 
Southern Mississippi, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Tennessee and LSU. 


SEC and NCAA Statistics 

Alabama's 2002 football team had a re- 
spectable 10-3 record, including a 6-2 mark 
in SEC games, and the Crimson Tide did 
well statistically, too. Bama ranked first in 
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the SEC and third in the nation in total de- 
fense (allowing 257.3 yards per game) and 
second in the league and 30th nationally in 
total offense (403.5 yards per game). 

In the major statistical categories, Bama 
was fourth in the league (52nd in the na- 
tion) in scoring al 28.2 points per game, 
while Bama was second in the SEC and fifth 
in the nation in scoring defense, allowing 
15.4 points per game. The Tide was second 
in the conference and 198th nationally in 
rushing offense at 213.2 yards per game and 
seventh in the league (77th nationally) in 
passing offense, 190.2 yards per game. The 
Tide was first in the SEC and fourth in the 
nation in rushing defense (allowing 80.2 
yards per game) and [ifth in the conference, 
17th nationally, in pass defense, giving up 
177.2 yards per game. In a category consid- 
ered most critical to success, turnover mar- 
gin, Alabama was second in the SEC and 
12th nationally with plus 15, plus 1.15 per 
game. The Tide led the league in time ol 
possession, averaging 33:21 on offense. 

Alabama was the SEC’s most penalized 
team, 121 penalties for 1,024 yards, 78.8 
yards per game. 

In individual statistics, perhaps the most 
surprising was Tide quarterback Tyler Watts 
ranking second in the SEC and 22nd in the 
nation in passing efficiency. Wats trailed 
only Georgia's David Greene in the SEC and 
was ahead of such “name” quarterbacks as 
Jared Lorenzen, Casey Clausen, Eli 
Manning, and Rex Grossman. 

Traditionally, Alabama has ranked high in 
team statistics, not so high in individual 
statistics. Bama had two men in the league's 
top ten in rushing, Shaud Williams eighth at 
70.8 yards per game and Santonio Beard 
LOth at 62.4 yards per game, Watts was 
eighth in passing yards per game, 128.5, and 
ninth in total offense, 160.9. Williams was 
fourth in all-purpose yards, 122.0. Charlie 
Peprah and Waine Bacon tied for sixth in in- 
terceptions with four each, Williams was 
10th in punt returns (8.6 per try) and Lane 
Bearden 10th in punting (41.5). 

Linebacker Freddie Roach, who was 
named SEC Freshman Team delensive player 
ol the year, was the only SEC player selected 


Date Opponent 
August 30 South Florida 
September 6 Oklahoma 
September 13 Kentucky 
September 20 Northern Illinois 
September 27 Arkansas 
October 4 Georgia 
October 11 Southern Miss 
October 18 Mississippi 
October 25 Tennessee 


November 8 
November 15 
November 22 
November 29 


Mississippi State 
U 


Auburn 
Hawaii 
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to the Football Writers Freshman All- 
America Team. He was the Tide's sixth-lead- 
ing tackler with 63 total stops. He had six 
tackles behind the line for 17 yards and one 
quarterback sack for four yards. He forced 
two fumbles, recovered one, had five quar- 
terback pressures and returned an intercep- 
tion +1 yards for a touchdown against 
Middle Tennessee State, 


The Schedule 

Last season's Alabama football schedule in- 
cluded eight teams that went to bowl games. 
No other SEC team faced that many bowl 
teams, although had Alabama played in a 
bowl game Auburn would have had eight 
bowl opponents, And had Alabama and 
Kentucky-both ineligible because of NCAA 
sanctions but otherwise bow] eligible-played 
in bowl games, Georgia would have had nine 
bowl teams on its schedule. 

In 2003, Alabama has 12 teams on its 
schedule that had bowl-eligible records, 
which is the most of any SEC team. Only 
Mississippi State did not have enough wins 
last year to play ina bowl game. 


Assistant Coaches 

Price had moved at his own pace in getting 
his coaching staff together, particularly tak- 
ing time to pick Joe Kines to be defensive co- 
ordinator and linebackers coach. He had also 
hired his son, Erie, as offensive coordinator 
and wide receivers coach. Price had brought 
four coaches with him from Washington 
State-son Aaron for quarterbacks and kick- 
ers, Kasey Dunn (assistant head coach and 
running backs), Bob Connelly (offensive 
line), and Chris Ball (secondary). He had 
also hired former South Carolina Head 
Coach Sparky Woods, recently fired as offen- 
sive coordinator alt Mississippi State, Lo 
coach tight ends, and, a bit of irony, Buddy 
Wyatt from Texas A&M to coach on the de- 
fensive line. As of this writing he still had to 
hire one more defensive coach as well as a 
man to replace Randy Ross as liaison with 
high school coaches. Ross, who was instru- 
mental during the transition in holding re- 
cruiting together, is expected to move up to 
director of football operations, 


Site Series Record 
Birmingham First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Even, 1-1-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-2-1 


Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Athens Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Oxford Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Starkville Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-18-35 
Auburn Alabama leads, 38-28-I 


Honolulu Alabama leads. 1-0-0 


Alabama Football By Class 


Here is a projection where Alabama football players will line up in the 2003 season. Obviously a new coaching staff means new opportunities 
and new positions. Spring training will be a time of experimentation. There could be some attrition among returning players, and it’s possible 
that some who are committed to the Tide will not be in the reporting class next August. Predicting the position of returning players is some- 
thing of a guess and that is moreso regarding incoming players. This chart does not include every player who will be out for spring practice 
among returning players. And keep in mind that this is strictly a listing by class, not a true depth chart. 


Offense 
REDSHIRT INCOMING 


SENIOR JUNIOR SOPH FRESHMAN FRESHMAN 

Carter ' Givens McKnight 

Greer 

- Herrion |W. Britt Dickey 
Weakside Guard ~ Lomax Smiley Sanders 
Center Closner Grammer 
Walker 

Strongside Guard ~ Alexander Martz Moon 


Strongside Tackle Mathis Ewing 
En ; Clarke Cavan Johnston Sherrod 
Gryska Stutz 
Croyle Avalos Machen 
Pennington 
_S. Williams Hudson Darby Castille 
Smith Luke Packer 
| Cox O'Neal 
"Luke Ward Brooks Chambers 
Taylor | 
Wide Receiver | Fulgham | Bolding Hold Caddell 
Fletcher 
Placekicker ' Robinson Bostick McLaughlin Woodard 
Ziifle 
- Ridings | Stutz 


Defense 
McKay-Loescher Bates Adams 
L. Williams 
Childress Clark 
| Bryant _ | T. Britt Tatum 


Brunson | Odom McLain Harris 


Weakside Linebacker Daniels Anderson Garth 
Middle Linebacker Pope | E Roach 
Strongside Linebacker Wortham | Ryans 
King 
Left Cornerback Scott | | Peprah Prothro 
McDowell 
Right Cornerback | McBride Madison | Robinson Felder 
trol Andrews | Harper Gray 
W. Roach 
| Jones Parrish 


Waldrop 
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Working For Success In Stretch Run 


by Freddie Kirby 


Tide does well considering 
disadvantages this winter 


national football signing day, the pace of 

recruiling picks up. Changes can come 
daily, or even more frequently, As a result, it 
is possible-indeed, likely-that some specific 
information in an article written a week or 
more before it is read will be incorrect. 

Alabama football recruiting is at some dis- 
advantages. Obviously, the fact the Crimson 
Tide can sign only 18 this year (and only 19 
next year) is a disadvantage. It is also true 
that some rival schools use negative tactics 
against Alabama. Ever since the first rumors 
of NCAA investigation into Alabama's pro- 
gram, prospects have been warned of the 
direst of results for the Crimson Tide pro- 
gram, And that has to be part of the expla- 
nation for Bama difficulties in attracting 
prospects 

The departure of Dennis Franchione and 
his staff fueled negative recruiting. Addi- 
tionally, it interrupted the process with 
dozens of prospects, absolutely destroyed 
any chances of Tide recruiting success with 
a few, Mike Price and his stalf had a Rose 
Bowl to coach before he could get to the 
Bama job fulltime, and even then his job in- 
cluded tasks beyond recruiting. such as 
completing his coaching staff. 

The plus side was that Alabama had com- 
mitments from 15 players who had been re- 
cruited by the Franchione staff. The minus 
is that not all of them have stayed commit- 
ted. But that may have much to do with the 
new definition of “commitment” among 
modern athletes. Alabama is not the only 
school to suffer slippage. In fact, the 
Crimson Tide may end up with signees who 
had previously committed to other schools. 

The Franchione staff was recruiting to 
meet the needs of a two-back option offense. 
The Price staff has changed direction on of- 
fense. Alabama will operate primarily out of 
a one-back set and will need more receivers 
for prominent (if not predominant) passing 
game. This situation appeared to be a nega- 
live in many respects. 

For reasons that cannot be understood 
easily, a school with an excellent young 
passing quarterback (Brodie Croyle), a 
coach who was a national coach of the year 
finalist and who is dedicated to the passing 
game, outstanding facilities, devoted fans, 
and unparalleled tradition could not get two 
of the state’s top receivers lo even visit 


I: the final weeks before the February 5 
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JaMarcus Russell 


Alabama, Jayson Swain of Huntsville 
Grissom committed to Tennessee and Chad 
Jackson of Hoover committed to Florida. 

While it might be expected that the one- 
back set would appeal to a big, strong run- 
ning back, Tuscaloosa County’s Le’Ron 
McClain was having trouble being con- 
vinced, Although alter making his official 
visit lo Bama McClain seemed on the verge 
of confirming his commitment, he later de- 
cided he might visit Mississippi State and 
Tennessee (and he had already visited 
Mississippi). 

Players who had committed to the 
Franchione staff who seemed possibilities to 
renege in addition to McClain are defensive 
lineman Michael Hill of Smiths Station and 
tight end/defensive end Mario Lane of 
Montgomery Carver. (Alabama appeared to 
have weathered the continued recruiting of 
salety Jarod Parrish of Summerville, 
Georgia, who looked at Vanderbilt and 
Tennessee but appeared to be still in the 
Alabama camp.) 

Although some listed defensive tackle 
Andraus Grace of Fort Meade, Florida. as 
having backed out on his commitment, he 
actually is expected to continue his acacem- 
ic and football in junior college. 

After his visit to Tuscaloosa, Bama seemed 
to be in good shape with linebacker Daniel 
Brooks of Jackson, Tennessee, but Brooks 
committed to Tennessee without ever meet- 
ing new Bama Defensive Coordinator and 
Linebackers Coach Joe Kines. 

On the other hand. Price showed that he 
would not be deterred from going after the 
very best players, Quarterback JaMarcus 
Russell, the 6-5, 220-pound passing star 
from Mobile Williamson, had ruled Alabama 


out of his consideration, While it is still like- 
ly Russell will sign with either Florida State 
or LSU, his two longtime finalists, he was 
persuaded to take a recruiling trip to 
Tuscaloosa. 

Price also wooed quarterback/wide receiv- 
er Jai Miller of Selma, who was not being re- 
cruited by the previous staff. Price brought 
quarterback Kelcy Luke of Phenix City 
Central for a visit, even though Luke (the 
brother of Tiders Triandos and Nic) had al- 
ready committed to Auburn. 

Tight end/defensive end DJ. Norris of 
Pace, Florida, was billed as “a lifelong 
Alabama fan,” The previous staff did not re- 
cruit Norris and he committed to Florida. 
The Price staff brought Norris in for a visit. 
And Alabama was never involved with tight 
end Desmond Sherrod until Price hired 
Sparky Woods, who had been released from 
Mississippi State. Sherrod, who is from 
Caledonia, Mississippi, visited Bama. 
Reports from Tallahassee, Florida, had it 
that wide receiver Antonio Cromartie would 
not visit Alabama, but he was scheduled to 
be in Tuscaloosa prior to signing day. 

It was difficult to determine if Alabama 
could make inroads with the state's top of- 
fensive lineman, Aaron Sears of Russellville, 
but that had been the case under the previ- 
ous stalf as well. Sears has ties to Auburn. 


Ithough Alabama will be able to bring 

A in only 18 new scholarshipped ath- 

letes next August, it is a distinct pos- 
sibility that Bama will sign more than 18 in 
order to be sure that any losses between 
signing day and reporting day are covered, A 
signee could be lost for any number of rea- 
sons, including failure to qualify academi- 
cally or signing a professional baseball con- 
tract. 

Alabama may also have to play a numbers 
game, taking commitments [rom and signing 
players who may be superceded by later 
commitments. Suppose that Bama had a full 
complement of recruits, then, unexpectedly, 
got last minute commitments from the likes 
of JaMarcus Russell, Chad Jackson and 
Aaron Sears, They would unquestionably get 
scholarships and three in the previously 
committed group would have to make other 
arrangements. Other schools have played 
this game for years, even with 25 scholar- 
ships to give. It is harsh and not desirable, 
but necessity sometimes forces difficult deci- 
sions. 

Last year Alabama signed over its limit. 
One of those signees, Earnest Nance of 
Courtland, did not enter Bama in August as 
he rehabilitated a knee. Nance, who has the 
speed and skill to play wide receiver and the 
strength and attitude to play linebacker, will 
sign again with this class (and count against 
this year’s limit of 18). 

It was not possible for the Price recruiting 
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team to make a drastic change in the direc- 
tion of recruiting. The majority of this year’s 
signing class will be those recruited by the 
Franchione staff, 

Although this list is subject to change, 
here are those listed as committed to 
Alabama: 

Matt Caddell, a 5-11, 170-pound wide re- 
ceiver from McCalla High School in 
McAdory; Tim Castille, a 5-11, 220-pound 
running back from Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham; D.J. Chambers, a 6-0, 180- 
pound wide receiver from Highland Home, 
Chris Felder, a 5-11, 165-pound cornerback 
at Camden Wilcox-Central; Eric Gray, a 5- 
11, 180-pound cornerback at Trinity West 
Morgan; defensive tackle Dominic Lee, 6-3, 
295, of Birmingham Huffman; Justin Moon, 
a 6-6, 290-pound offensive lineman from 
Guntersville; Erie Packer, a 5-9, 184-pound 
running back from Camden Wilcox-Central; 
Jarod Parrish, a 6-3, 180-pound cornerback 
from Chattooga High School in Summer- 
ville, Georgia; Tyrone Prothro, a 5-10, 175- 
pound running back from Cleburne County 
in Heflin; William Roach, a 6-1, 190-pound 
safety from Killen Brooks; Demarcus 
Waldrop, a 6-0, 195-pound strong safety 
from Pinson Valley; and Travis West, a 6-4, 
275-pound offensive tackle from Northeast 
Jones High School in Laurel, Mississippi. 

Prothro and Waldrop committed to Price, 
The others were previously committed. 


This list does not include Andraus Grace, 
a 6-3, 300-pound defensive tackle from Fort 
Meade, Florida; Michael Hill, a 6-3, 274- 
pound defensive tackle from Smiths Station; 
Mario Lane. a 6-5, 240-pound defensive end 
and tight end from Montgomery Carver; 
and Le’Ron MeClain, a 6-0, 242-pound full- 
back from Tuscaloosa County. All had been 
committed to Bama prior to the coaching 
change. 


ho will be Alabama's final 
signees? For the most part, it is 
likely Price and staff will stay in 


state. Some on our post-season list of the 
top 35 players in Alabama are still available. 
In fact, considering the value of a commit- 
ment, all might be said to be possibilities. 
Our final top 35: 

1. Quarterback JaMarcus Russell of 
Mobile, 2. wide receiver Chad Jackson of 
Hoover, 3, running back Tim Castille of 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian, 4. defen- 
sive tackle Dominic Lee of Birmingham 
Hulfman, 5. offensive lineman Aaron Sears 
of Russellville, 6, wide receiver Jayson 
Swain of Huntsville Grissom, 7. running 
back Le'Ron McClain of Tuscaloosa County, 
8. defensive end Tez Doolittle of Opelika, 9. 
wide receiver Matt Caddell of McCalla 
McAdory, 10. running back Tyrone Prothro 
of Cleburne County, 11. wide receiver D.J. 
Chambers of Highland Home, 12. lineback- 


Wanted To Buy 


ALABAMA 
FOOTBALL MEMORABILIA 


* Game Programs: Any Alabama-Auburn program 1970 and before 
Any Alabama-Tennessee program 1956 and before 


1976 Alabama vs. Ole Miss 
1971 Alabama vs. Florida 

1970 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1967 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1965 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1961 Alabama vs. Tulane 


1960 Alabama vs. Tulane 
1959 Alabama vs. Houston 
1959 Alabama vs. Memphis St. 
1958 Alabama vs. LSU 

1958 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1958 Alabama vs. Memphis St 


Also 
* Media Guides: Any Alabama football media guide 1961 or before 
¢ Team Autographed Footballs/Ticket Stubs/Bowl Game Programs 
* Autographed Photos/Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


Call: (901) 759-1877 (Daytime) 
(901) 683-9485 (Evenings & Weekends) 
FAX (901) 759-1852 
lama collector, not a dealer, so I can pay higher prices. Please 
check with me before selling your Alabama Football Memorabilia. 
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er Mitchell Thomas of Smiths Station, 13. 
running back Durrell Fuqua of Russellville, 
14. defensive end Lloyd Blevins of 
Birmingham Wenonah, 15. safety William 
Roach of Killen Brooks, 16, defensive line- 
man Michael Hill of Smiths Station, 17. 
tight end/defensive end Mario Lane of 
Montgomery Carver, 

18. cornerback Chris Felder of Camden 
Wilcox-Central, 19. linebacker Terrance 
Jones of Tuscaloosa County, 20. cornerback 
Eric Gray of Trinity West Morgan, 21. offen- 
sive tackle Justin Moon of Guntersville, 22. 
quarterback Jake Tompkins of Russellville, 
23. quarterback Kelcy Luke of Phenix City 
Central, 24. quarterback/wide receiver Jai 
Miller of Selma, 25, strong safety Demarcus 
Waldrop of Pinson Valley, 26. cornerback 
LaBrose Hedgemon of Hoover, 27. defensive 
end Marquies Gunn of Alex City Benjamin 
Russell, 28. linebacker Montavian Collier of 
Opelika, 29. running back Eric Packer of 
Camden Wilcox-Central, 30, quarterback 
Dustin Goodwin of Demopolis, 31, offen- 
sive lineman Brett Byford of Hartselle, 32. 
quarterback Eric Brock of Alex City 
Benjamin Russell, 33. tight end Greer 
Barnett of Mountain Brook, 34. running 
back Corey White of Bessemer Jess Lanier, 
35. wide receiver John Russell of Alex City 
Benjamin Russell. 

Out-of-state, the Tide is involved in 
Florida with tight end/defensive end D.J. 
Norris of Pace, a lifelong Alabama fan who 
committed to Florida when Bama’s previous 
staff ignored him, but who may be available; 
and Antonio Cromartie of Tallahassee. 
Cromartie had been considered a possibility 
in part because of his friendship with Bama’s 
Antonio Carter, lronically both wide re- 
ceivers go by the nickname “A,C." 

In Mississippi, the Tide is talking to tight 
end Dezmond Sherrod (6-3, 225) of Cale- 
donia and, perhaps, linebacker Marquis 
McBeath (6-1, 215) of Moss Point. The pre- 
vious staff was involved with neither. 

Alabama has also been linked with one of 
the nation’s top defensive backs, Travis 
Tolbert (6-0, 200) of Syracuse Henninger. 

In Georgia, Bama is interested in 6-3, 270- 
pound defensive tackle Cliff Dunham of 
Columbus Pacelli, 

The coaching change appeared to cost 
Alabama a chance at one or two linemen in 
Georgia, including Jarrod Britt, who com- 
mitted to Auburn, and Andre Fluellen, who 
will pick between Florida and FSU. 

But the coaching change could help the 
Tide with a quarterback. Bama may be look- 
ing at Dennis Dixon (6-4, 177) of San Lean- 
dro, California. He completed 162 of 265 
passes for 2,426 yards and 30 touchdowns 
with only 10 interceptions as a senior. His 
team went 12-1. 

It looks like Bama'’s Texas connection has 
been interrupted, but it could be repaired 
with no fewer than three of Alabama's assis- 
tant coaches—Bob Connelly, Kasey Dunn, 
and Buddy Wyatt-having Texas connec- 
tions. 
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Offensive Coordinator Eric Price: 


SS —EEESEELES>ESE~———E a 
This Is Really Breeding Familiarity 


by J.E. Lisby 


He'll bring some of Jets’ 
schemes to his father’s 
basic “pass first” offense 


ith so much riding on his ability 
to successfully install his unique 
pass-first offense in a short peri- 


od of time, it's little wonder that new 
Alabama Head Football Coach Mike Price 
turned to a familiar face in hiring his offen- 
sive coordinator. Faces don't get much more 
familiar than a man’s oldest son. 

After spending the last two seasons work- 
ing for the New York Jets, Eric Price joined 
his father’s staff as Alabama's offensive coor- 
dinator and receivers coach. Though his hir- 
ing had been an open secret for several 
weeks, Eric's arrival in Tuscaloosa was de- 
layed as the surprising Jets made their way 
through the NFL playoffs. “The more time | 
spent in New York, the more | was able to 
work with the quarterbacks,” Eric said. “I 
was going to take over as quarterbacks 
coach next season, but then my dad got this 
job and I switched the focus of my career. 
Coaching at Alabama is an opportunity | 
just couldn't pass up.” 

Four coaches from his Washington State 
staff came with Mike Price to Tuscaloosa. 
But when Price’s offensive coordinator elect- 
ed to remain in Pullman, Price didn’t have to 
agonize very long over his replacement. 
Besides growing up immersed in his father’s 
offensive schemes, Eric had served two 
stints on the Washington State staff before 
leaving to work under Jets Offensive 
Coordinator Paul Hackett. “I feel very fortu- 
nate to get a young coach with the experi- 
ence of Eric's,” Mike Price said. “He already 
knows the offense we run.” 

When faced with the daunting task of in- 
stalling entirely new attack schemes in just a 
few months, familiarity is very much a good 
thing, “What really intrigued me is the po- 
tential that you have with this program,” 
Eric said after arriving in Tuscaloosa. “You 
can really do great things here. The tradition 
of Alabama football is something that every 
coach would love to be involved with.” 
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Known for producing prodigious numbers 
in the passing game, Mike Price intends to 
remake the Bama offense in his own image. 
Eric will serve as his father’s strong right 
arm in helping to install the Tide's new of- 
fensive schemes. “He's been running this of- 
fense pretty much his whole career,” Eric 
said. “Our offense here at Alabama will be 
an attack offense. We'll try to put pressure 
on defenses and attack them, versus the 
other way around. We're going to stretch the 
play vertically down the field. If you can put 
that fear into a defense that you can go deep 
on them at any minute, then they have to 
loosen up. They start to play back on their 
heels, which opens things up underneath.” 


iven Alabama's long-standing histo- 
GC of running the football, many 

Tide fans were startled when Mike 
Price proclaimed that next year’s Bama team 
would “pass to set up the run.” However, 
while it’s true that Price's 2002 Washington 
State team gained more than twice as many 
yards passing (3,566) as running the foot- 
ball (1,676), the play-calling mix was much 
more balanced, 412 run plays against 424 
passes—a virtual 50-50 mix. “Running the 
ball is really the key to the offense,” Eric 
said. “With the traditional one-back offense 
that my dad has always run, if you've got a 
1,000-yard rusher then you win, We'll al- 
ways Lry to threaten the defense, going 
down the field all the time and pressuring 
them. But even in a one-back offense, the 
key to success is running the football.” 

The biggest difference fans will notice will 
be the the so-called one-back backfield. 
Price's base offensive set has been three wide 
receivers, a tight end and a running back. 
The multiple receivers formation benefits 
the passing game, but spreading the field 
also makes a defense vulnerable to the run. 
“IE you do spread the defense out, then you 
can gash them with the run," Eric said. 
“Then they’re really in trouble. They're wor- 
ried about the pass, but you're running the 
football. Then you've got them. The threat 
of a big play that can explode on you any 
second puts defenses back on their heels. 
But the key is really the run game.” 

As the only player lined up in the backfield 
with the quarterback, the running back in 
Price’s attack has got to be good. Size alone 
matters not nearly so much as versatility. “It 
takes a unique athlete to be the main man 


back there the whole time,” Eric said. “He's 
obviously got to be able to run the football, 
and you've got to have a guy that can catch 
the football out of the backfield and make 
yardage after the catch. He'll get a lot of car- 
ries, so he’s got to be durable. And he’s got to 
be able to block in pass protection. 

“If you can find that combination in one 
guy, then he plays. Otherwise you find your- 
self using more than one back.” 

Talented athletes are necessary to make 
the scheme work, beginning with sure- 
handed, aggressive wide receivers. Eric said, 
“The offense is definitely a wide receiver's 
dream. You're going to catch deep passes. It’s 
a wide-open offense that’s exciting for fans 
to watch.” 

Depending on the play and formation, fans 
can expect four and even [ive wide receivers 
in the pattern on a regular basis. But this of- 
fense bears little resemblance to the “chuck 
and duck” schemes Bama fans saw in 2000. 
“The passing game is based olf four vertical 
routes down the field, evenly distributed,” 
Eric said. “You're always threatening that 
four-vertical look, It’s a big-play offense. You 
need to get some receivers who can run with 
the football after they make the catch.” 

But as innovative as Price's offensive ideas 
are, he’s decidedly “old school” when it 
comes to utilizing the tight end. Matched up 
on a slower linebacker or smaller DB, the 
simple drag route across the middle can 
wreak havoc. Eric said, “The tight end is a 
big part of the offense, definitely. If you can 
get a big tight end who can catch the ball, 
then it’s usually a good match-up for him. 
Whenever Dad has had his best offensive 
teams, he’s had a good tight end who has 
caught a lot of passes.” 


chooled in his father’s offensive 
Gsstns. Eric was hired away from 
Washington State when former 
Southern Cal Head Coach Paul Hackett took 
the job of offensive coordinator for the Jets. 
Like most offensive specialists, Hackett 
served as his own quarterbacks coach. But 
he needed someone to carry some of that 
load, and Eric, only 34 at the time, was his 
man. “It was quite a break and a wonderful 
opportunity for Eric at such a young age to 
land an NFL assistant position,” Mike Price 
said at the time. 
When Eric got to New York, he found 
himself working with veteran athletes, some 
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Although schooled in his father’s offensive system, Eric Price can be expected to share some of the 
things he’s learned in professional football as he takes over as offensive coordinator under Head Coach 


Mike Price. 


older than their young coach. “Paul Hackett 
wanted somebody to help him coach the 
quarterbacks,” Eric said. “The number one 
guy was Vinnie Testaverde, and he is actual- 
ly older than I am. But he had no problem 
accepting me, which made it easier to start.” 

Price spent much of his time that first year 
working with the Jets’ reserve quarterback, a 
young man named Chad Pennington. From 
back-up to star in less than one year, 
Pennington is now viewed as the best young 
quarterback in professional football. “Chad 
was younger and was developing at the 
time,” Eric said. “It was a great experience 
this year to see him have so much success 
when he became the starter. He does some 
things that are just unbelievable.” 

The Jets were the surprise team of the 
NEL, playing very well down the stretch and 
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into the playoffs. And Eric arrives in 
Tuscaloosa with rightful claim to some of 
that credit. “Eric will be adding many of the 
nuances that the Jets ran in their offense,” 
Mike Price said. “Our offensive staff is excit- 
ed to learn the new aspects that Eric will 
bring.” 

Don't expect Mike Price to alter the foun- 
dation of what has been successful for him 
throughout his career, but Eric and the rest 
of the Alabama staff will be taking a long 
look at the talents of the Tide's current play- 
ers. “We're going to sit down and look at the 
guys we have here and make sure we're 
doing the things that they do well,” Eric 
said. “Over the next month or so evaluating 
our talent will be my primary focus after re- 
cruiting.” 

As former Tide Head Coach Gene Stallings 
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was fond of saying, “Football games are won 
by players making plays.” And the best 
coaches coach athletes, not schemes. 
“Football players are football players,” Eric 
said. “You've got to get your playmakers on 
the field. That's a major part of the process 
we're going to figure out over the next few 
months through spring.” 


ric has worked on his father's staff be- 

fore, but not as offensive coordinator. 

So there will be adjustments and deci- 
sions to be made as he settles into the role. 
At practice Eric will handle wide receivers, 
but even though brother Aaron will coach 
quarterbacks (and kickers), Eric will also 
keep a hand in with the quarterbacks. “My 
dad will be there with us, too,” Eric said. 
“Aaron will teach the same things that | 
would. It’s a great situation to be in, having 
someone who is totally trusted. Basically 
we'll have three quarterback coaches on of- 
fense.” 

With the Jets Eric stayed down on the field 
during games, relaying the offensive coordi- 
nator’s instructions to the New York quarter- 
backs. He liked the arrangement, explaining 
how important it was to be able to look his 
quarterback in the eye, while observing the 
action first-hand. It’s not certain, but Eric 
will probably find himself in the press box 
on game day, spotting and calling the plays. 
“Dad will have the final say on all the calls,” 
Eric said. But Eric will suggest plays based 
on the detailed game plan formulated during 
the week. “He’s been calling plays for so 
long that he’s really good at it,” Eric said of 
his father. “He might not take my suggestion 
every play, but he’s going to listen. If things 
are working, then it’s probably me calling 
the game. If things are going bad, then it’s 
him,” Eric finished with a laugh. 

Humor is a common trait among all the 
Price coaches, which will serve them well in 
the months ahead. Given what happened 
with the Tide’s previous coach, many pun- 
dits claim the present Alabama job situation 
is simply too tough, a gridiron pressure 
cooker hot enough to defeat any man. But 
Eric scoffs at the idea. “I think Dad likes 
that,” he said. “He likes that a lot. That's one 
of the reasons he took the job. It's a chal- 
lenge that he really wanted to take on. I like 
that pressure, too. The more pressure you 
have, the more you have at stake. Then, 
when you accomplish your goals, it’s that 
much sweeter. 

“You've really got to take chances if you 
want to achieve something big. This is it. 
This is the great challenge for him and me 
and everyone in the program. We're ready.” 
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Defensive Coordinator Joe Kines: 


He Knows About Alabama Football 


by J.E. Lisby 


Kines had a hand in past 
Bama linebacker success 


he phrase “Linebacker U” at one time 
Te another has been applied to various 

college football teams. In the 1980s the 
moniker was applied principally to the 
Alabama Crimson Tide. From Cornelius 
Bennett to Derrick Thomas to Keith 
McCants, Bama produced some of the most 
talented linebackers in the nation. And Joe 
Kines played a major role in developing that 
tradition. 

Having worked at Clemson, Florida, 
Arkansas, Georgia and Florida State (as well 
as with the NFUs Tampa Bay Buccaneers), 
Alabama's new defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach is one of the most experi- 
enced assistants in the nation. “Joe is the 
most well-respected coach I have ever re- 
searched,” new Tide Head Coach Mike Price 
said. “We are very, very fortunate to be able to 
have a coach of Joe’ caliber join our staff.” 

It took Price a couple of weeks to decide on 
his man, and Kines is grateful for the vote of 
confidence. “Coach Price has done a great job 
of researching,” Kines said. “He's been on top 
of that from Day One.” 

Kines said, “I look forward to returning to 
Alabama. Alabama has always had a very spe- 
cial place in my family’s heart. We're thrilled 
to be here. I still have many close friends in 
the state and it doesn’t get any better than 
working for the Crimson Tide.” 

Born in Piedmont, Alabama, Kines grew up 
admiring the great Bama defenses of the 
1960s and 1970s. “When you look at the 
Tide through the years, the thing that charac- 
terized Alabama was the great defensive 
teams that Alabama had,” Kines said. “That's 
always been something that jumped out at 
you. They were fundamentally sound. They 
did things right. They were an aggressive, 
gang-tackling defense.” Kines specifically 
noted the influence of one of his predeces- 
sors, longtime Bama Defensive Coordinator 
Ken Donahue. 

Kines graduated from Jacksonville State, 
playing linebacker for his alma mater before 
getting into coaching. He is modest, to say 
the least, remembering his talents. “I was a 
very poor player,” he said with a laugh. “I 
don’t know how much practical experience | 
brought to my job.” 

Long-time Kines friend and colleague 
Mickey Andrews has high praise. “He’s an 
outstanding football coach,” Andrews said. 
“He's got great experience and great knowl- 
edge of the game. He's an excellent teacher 
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Joe Kines 


and a very good motivator. He coaches hard.” 

One of the most respected defensive coordi- 
nators in college football, Andrews has 
worked with Kines at Clemson, Florida and 
most recently at Florida State. Andrews 
played and lettered for Coach Paul Bryant at 
Alabama in 1963 and 1964, so he under- 
stands better than most the challenges Kines 
will face. “Joe has high expectations of his 
players,” Andrews said. “He's not just a great 
coach; he's a great man and a great friend. I'm 
pleased he’s gotten the chance to return to 
Alabama, Joe is certainly deserving of the op- 
portunity. | expect he will give a lot to the 
program there. | think he'll be an excellent fit 
for the program.” 


Price was very successful at Washing- 

ton State. But he and the several staffers 
that came with him had few ties to the Deep 
South, And in filling out his staff, Price want- 
ed to hire men with experience in the SEC. 
“Joe has a wealth of experience to bring to 
our new staff,” Price said. “He is very knowl- 
edgeable about Alabama, teams in the 
Southeastern Conference and around the 
South, He's an Alabama man.” 

“I've been in the conference for awhile,” 
Kines said. “I have a great respect for the 
SEC. There are a lot of great teams in the con- 
ference with a lot of great coaches and a lot of 
great players. Alabama, through the years, 
has been a vital part of that. 1 very much have 
fond memories of my time coaching at 
Alabama before. My family is thrilled to be 
back in the SEC.” 


Bee taking over the Alabama job Mike 


Kines’ Crimson Tide pedigree dates back to 
the mid-1980s, when he served two years as 
defensive coordinator under Ray Perkins. 
When Perkins left for Tampa Bay of the NFL, 
he took Kines with him. But in his short 
tenure in Tuscaloosa, Kines made an indelible 
impression on Bama linebacking. He had a 
hand in the development of Wayne Davis 
(1983-86), Phillip Brown (1983-87), Greg 
Gilbert (1985-88) and George Bethune (1986- 
88), all of whom were drafted by the NFL. 

And Kines also coached Cornelius Bennett 
(1983-86) and Derrick Thomas (1985-88), 
two of the best linebackers ever to step onto a 
football field. 

Kines coached all-stars at his other stops in 
football, but he recalls with special fondness 
his time at “Linebacker U.” “Speaking of 
Cornelius and Wayne and Derrick—I tell you. 
I've been extremely lucky. God has really 
blessed my career. I've been around some of 
the great ones in the game.” 

Randy Rockwell (Alabama linebacker, 
1984-87) didn’t have the raw talent of 
Bennett or Thomas, but for four years he 
played an aggressive, hard-nosed brand of 
football taught by Kines. Rockwell vividly re- 
members his college position coach. “Coach 
Kines was the best motivator I ever played 
for,” Rockwell said. “These days you've got to 
keep kids motivated, and that’s one thing he 
excels at. Through all my years of football, he 
was by far—hands down-the best motivator I 
ever played for. I think we got us a great 
coach.” 

Rockwell recalls that Alabama's defense 
under Kines was fundamentally sound, rarely 
taking chances and leaving athletes “alone on 
an island.” But in following Kines’ teams at 
Georgia and Florida State, Rockwell has 
watched his former coach change with the 
times. Rockwell said, “Back then we did a lot 
of base reads, fundamental type defense in- 
stead of what some fans are used to today. We 
didn't do as much blitzing as they have to do 
now with the more advanced offenses. But 
I've watched him coach at Georgia and other 
places, and obviously he blitzes more often 
now than back then.” 


or Kines, adapting and adjusting is sim- 
Fe part of the job. “Guys that get mar- 
ried to a system don't last very long,” he 
said. “There are a bunch of great wishbone 
coaches that have been out of the business for 
awhile. The most important thing about 
coaching is that you learn to look and adjust 
and adapt to what is going on at that time.” 
“Offenses catch up to defenses, and then 
defenses have to catch back up to the offens- 
es,” Kines said. “It's all a cycle. To get locked 
down to one system—we're this or we're that, 
and that’ all we're going to do—doesn'’t really 
make a lot of sense.” 
Details regarding personnel and even which 
schemes will be used have not yet been de- 
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cided. But Kines said he agrees with Price on 
basic principles. He said, “We'll be sound. 
We'll make sure that the fundamentals of 
football are taught. We'll use an attacking 
style, but you always want to make sure that 
the things you are trying to do are sound fun- 
damentally. It sounds simple, but that’s what 
you start with. From there you build.” 

As coordinator Kines will be responsible for 
the entire defense, but he'll get most of his 
hands-on work with Bama’s linebacking 
corps. Considered probably the best all- 
around athletes on the squad, effective 
linebackers must be adept covering receivers 
on passing plays and on stuffing the run. The 
Tide roster sports numerous talented athletes 
at the position, and Kines plans to put their 
abilities to good use. 

“I know this about developing great 
linebackers,” Kines said. “There is a ton of it 
that’s instinctive, and there is a lot of it that 
has to do with the system you put them in. 
We're going to try to take the good ones and 
put them in a position where they can make 
plays. 

“We're going to take the bridle off of them 
and let them run.” 

Most of February and March will be given 
over to deciding on and then installing 
Alabama’s defensive schemes. But until 
National Signing Day on February 5, the ma- 
jority of Kines’ efforts will be devoted to re- 
cruiting. “That's my first order of business,” 


he said. “That's still the heart and soul of a 
program. If you have the great players, then 
the scheme will take care of itself.” 

That last statement may surprise some fans, 
wondering about changes to be installed dur- 
ing the off season. Overall, the 2002 defense 
played very well, finishing up yielding 257.3 
yards per game, third best in the nation. “I 
didn’t just see them on television,” Kines said 
of last year’s defense. “At Florida State we had 
a couple of occasions to watch Alabama on 
tape. Last year we played Iowa State behind 
Alabama, and we played Georgia behind 
Alabama. I've had some exposure to last year's 
team, but nothing like obviously we will in 
the next couple of weeks. We'll be self-re- 
viewing, looking at film from last year. And 
we'll do that as we go along through the win- 
ter. We'll get into that as quickly as we can.” 

Determined to fit his schemes to the per- 
sonnel on hand, Kines has not yet decided 
which front the Tide will base out of next 
year. But whether it be a 4-3, 3-4 or even the 
5-2 favored by Bama defenses in the early 
1980s, next year’s defense will reflect the per- 
sonality of its coach. “We'll attack the offense, 
while trying to be fundamentally sound,” 
Kines said. “But we'll also turn the kids loose 
and let them play.” 

A veteran coach himself, Mike Price was 
hired to lead Alabama through the difficult 
years ahead caused by NCAA probation. Most 
of Price's current staff is in their 30s, and the 


addition of Kines and his 30-year resume will 
provide a good mix of young and old in staff 
meetings. 

There has been talk that coaching at 
Alabama is too difficult, a pressure cooker of 
a job. Rockwell isn’t worried about Kines. 
“Coach Kines has been there before, so he 
knows what kind of pressure there is at 
Alabama,” Rockwell said. “He’s coached at 
other big schools, so the pressure won't both- 
er him. Being at Alabama before will help 
him. He already knows what is asked of the 
coaches there.” 

Kines isn’t worried, either. He said, “The 
programs I’ve been fortunate enough to work 
at have been some of the premier programs in 
college football. With most coaches | know, 
the majority of pressure comes from within. 
If yow’re a competitor and you want to win, if 
you want to be the best, then that drive 
comes from inside anyway, not the outside.” 

Kines said, “I know this. There is not a finer 
football tradition in America, than Alabama. 
You want to be in that elite group, and that’s 
what we're going to work toward every day. 
You don’t want to be second class, You don't 
want to be average. And there is nothing av- 
erage about Alabama. 

“Throughout Alabama's history, for the 
players on the team and the fans in the state, 
when the Crimson Tide plays, it’s important. 
And it’s going to be important to us. | 
promise.” 
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Erwin Dudley 


He Ranks 
Among 
Tide’s Best 


by Drew Champlin 


A four-year starter, senior 
has been big reason for 
resurgence of Alabama 


niontown, Alabama, isn’t a town that 

many people would recognize. ts 

partly because not many people have 
been there. Uniontown is far from popula- 
tion centers and even major highways in 
Perry County in West Alabama. Something 
under 2,000 people live in Uniontown. And 
in the words of one of those citizens, Erwin 
Dudley, “There isn’t a whole lot to do in 
Uniontown. To do almost anything you have 
to go somewhere else. Just to go to the 
movies, you have to go to another little town 
20 or 30 miles away.” 

In Uniontown it seems that everyone 
knows everyone else. Well, almost. “If you 
don’t know them, you've got a feeling of 
who they're kin to,” Dudley said. “So, yeah, 
it seems like I know everyone.” 

And everyone in Uniontown knows Erwin 
Dudley, or at least knows who Erwin Dudley 
is. Dudley began to expand his recognition 
sphere as a freshman at The University of 
Alabama in 1999-2000. As a sophomore, his 
fame spread throughout the Southeastern 
Conference 5 
he earned SEC Player of the Year, an award 
that led to a pre-season All-America no 
nation as a senior, Erwin Dudley is known 
to basketball fans nationwide. 

There is no doubt that Dudley has earned 
his way. Almost from the day he arrived in 
Tuscaloosa, Dudley caught the attention of 
his coaches and teammates because of his 
strong work ethic. That trait paid early divi- 


Erwin Dudley has turned himself into one of the 
nation’s best-known-and best-college basketball 
players. Dudley was SEC Player of the Year as a 
junior and hopes to lead the Crimson Tide to a 
top ranking this season. Barry Fikes Photo 
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dends as he cracked the starting lineup in 
his freshman season, beating out returning 
sophomore Sam Haginas. He started every 
game and logged nearly 30 minutes playing 
time per outing in that initial season. 
Injuries to other players forced Dudley to 
play a great deal, which in the long run was 
good for him. Those same injuries caused 
Alabama to struggle as a team, finishing 13- 
16. Dudley had good numbers, averaging 
10.3 points and 8.3 rebounds per game. 
Incredibly, he was not included on the 
Freshman All-SEC Team despite finishing 
second in the league among all players in re- 
bounding in SEC games. 

A sophomore season saw Dudley average 
14.4 points and 10 rebounds per game. He 
led the SEC in rebounding, and was named 
second team AIl-SEC by the media and 
coaches. The team won 25 games, and made 
it to the championship game of the NIT be- 
fore losing to Tulsa. 

Major recognition came for Dudley his ju- 
nior year. After averaging 15.2 points and 
8.9 rebounds per game, he was named SEC 
Player of the Year as he helped lead the Tide 
to the overall SEC Championship. The team 
finished 27-8, losing in the second round of 
the NCAA Tournament to Kent State while 
playing as the number two seed in the East. 

Erwin Dudley was now being talked about 
as one of the nation’s top players. But 
Dudley will speak of personal achievement 
only with reluctance. 

“He really doesn’t pay that much attention 
to it,” sophomore point guard Mo Williams 
said. “He’s in it for the team. He doesn’t real- 
ly care about all of the attention.” 

Dudley was instrumental in the develop- 
ment of Williams as a freshman last season. 
The point guard has a lot of responsibilities, 
but having a big man down low with the 
quality of Dudley eased the transition for 
Williams. 

“He relieved a lot of pressure from me, and 
that’s what I needed,” Williams said. “He 
takes a lot of pressure off of everybody on 
the team. You can’t ask for a better player.” 

While Dudley doesn’t talk much about his 
personal accomplishments, he admits that 
being named SEC Player of the Year means 
something to him. “It wasn’t something | 
would have expected to happen,” he said. “I 
wasn’t very highly-recruited. I thought | 
could play, but the only award I had won be- 
fore was 3A Player of the Year in high 
school, which isn’t anything like as big as 
SEC Player of the Year. 

“1 found out later that no Alabama player 
had won the award since Derrick McKey in 
1987, so that makes it a real honor.” 

While it's not exactly true that Dudley was 
lightly-recruited, it is true that in recruiting 
analyses he was overshadowed by the likes 
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Erwin Dudley has the nickname E-Dub, the E for Erwin and the Dub for Double, as in double figures 


of Rod Grizzard of Birmingham, who would 
join Dudley at Alabama, and Marvin Stone 
of Huntsville, who would go to Kentucky 
and then transfer to Louisville. 


udley’s successes have made him a 
D marked man. As a result of the Tide’s 
early-season shooting struggles, 
teams have begun to play a zone, employing 


double and triple teams on Dudley. As Utah 
Coach Rick Majerus said, “It's our philoso- 
phy that we are not going to let an oppo- 
nent’ best player beat us. If they are going 
to beat us, they are going to have to do it 
with another player.” Utah kept Dudley 
boxed in, held the Tide star to just nine 
points, and defeated then number one- 
ranked Alabama by a basket, 51-49. 
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Dudley has said that it is frustrating, but 
he’s adjusted to it, 

“When teams are focusing on me and my 
teammates aren't making shots, there are 
other things you can do as far as getting re- 
bounds and put-backs,” Dudley said. “There 
are other things you can do to help the 
team.” 

This season Dudley was named to many 
pre-season All-America teams and is on many 
player of the year lists. The last time Alabama 
Head Coach Mark Gottfried coached a player 
with these honors was when Gottfried was an 
assistant at UCLA, where Ed O'Bannon won 
the award in leading UCLA to the national 
championship. 

“They are similar in that they are both gen- 
uine people who both care about the right 
things,” Gottfried said. “The awards came, 
but the team was more important than any- 
one else.” 

The team’s success contributed heavily to 
the award. When Dudley entered with fellow 
freshmen Terrance Meade, Kenny Walker, and 
Grizzard, they endured a losing season fol- 
lowed by a season where the team was ranked 
for much of the year, but was snubbed by the 
NCAA Tournament selection committee. The 
Tide reached the ultimate in-season high ear- 
lier in the year, when they spent two weeks 
ranked at the top of the Associated Press poll, 
the first time in history an Alabama basketball 
team had held that position. 

“It's big,” Dudley said. “You come from 
nowhere to somebody. Coming from a losing 
record to being ranked number one in the 
country is fantastic. We're trying to do big 
things at Alabama. We came here expecting 
to do big things. Kenny, Terrance, Rod and | 
were Coach Gottfried’s first recruiting class 
and we wanted to turn things around.” 

Grizzard wasn't around to see the number 
one ranking, as he declared for the NBA draft 
after his junior season. He was selected in the 
second round by the Washington Wizards, 
but cut shortly thereafter. He signed with the 
Atlanta Hawks, but was released from them 
as well. Grizzard is playing in Mobile in the 
NBAs developmental league, 

Dudley said that he talks with Grizzard 
every now and then, but he never considered 
leaving school early. 

“It was his decision,” Dudley said. “We all 
supported him.” 


ne of Erwin Dudley’s strengths is his 
(st He came to Alabama with a 
mere 218 pounds on his 6-8 frame. 
Although he has been as high as 265, his 
playing weight this year is 251. His work in 
the weight room has impressed Steve Martin, 
who handles strength and conditioning for 
Bama men's basketball. 
“He is a tremendous worker and just a 
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super kid,” Martin said. “He does everything 
you ask him to do and more. He's turned 
himself into a bigger player. You just can’t say 
enough about him. | wish we had him for 
four more years.” 

As for the conditioning, Dudley has been 
an iron man for many, many years. He started 
all 80 games in his final three seasons at R.C. 
Hatch High School, where he averaged 23.3 
points and 15.0 rebounds during his career. 
Going into this season he had 100 consecu- 
tive starts, 

Entering college, Dudley set his behavioral 
standards as high as his basketball goals. He 
was determined that he do nothing that 
would negate his status on the team. As a re- 
sult, Gottfried has never had any discipline 
problems with Dudley. 

He has also been a leader. “You have to 
change as a person as far as the people you 
deal with,” he said. “IL had to change my atti- 
tude. I'm more vocal with my teammates. I'm 
not too vocal, but | know if we're supposed to 
be doing something, I'm vocal in that way. 

“As far as playing, I'm more confident in 
my offensive game. In high school, | got a lot 
of rebounds and putbacks, but now I'm more 
comfortable with my shot and going to the 
basket.” 

He has always been a force around the bas- 
ket. He is the only man in the SEC who aver- 
aged in double figures in both points and re- 
bounds last season, and he is on track to do 
that again this year. His teammates call him 
“E-Dub,” the “E” for Erwin and the “Dub” for 
double, as in double figures in scoring and re- 
bounding. He has turned that trick some 40 
times in his Alabama career. He will finish his 
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Bama playing days ranked in the school’ all- 
time top five in both scoring and rebounding 
and will almost certainly break Eddie Phillips’ 
record of 121 career starts. Depending on 
Bama’s post-season tournament success, he 
could reach Robert Horry’s Tide record of 131 
games played. 

Dudley will graduate in May, with a degree 
in criminal justice, and he has done well in 
college with a 3.0 grade point average last 
year. But like many collegiate basketball play- 
ers, Dudley has a dream of playing profes- 
sional basketball. He's hoping his skills will 
take him to the NBA, as a power forward. His 
strength should allow him to compete with 
many other forwards, and his range isn't too 
bad either. But he knows that in order to 
achieve the goal, he still must work even 
harder than before. 

“| have to continue to improve my shooting 
range,” Dudley said. “I have to continue to 
get stronger and continue to have the will to 
get better.” 

Gottfried agrees. The Tide coach thinks his 
star has the skills to make it in professional 
basketball. In fact, he believes Dudley will 
make it based on his work ethic alone. “I'd 
take him on my team,” Gottfried said. “He's 
so reliable and dependable that I think he can 
play for a long time in the NBA.” 

And if he does, look for him to make 
Uniontown as big of a name as former Tide 
star Antonio McDyess did for Quitman, 
Mississippi. And Dudley won't forget where 
his roots are. 

“It’s just a country town,” Mo Williams 
said. “But he loves it there and the people 
there love him too.” 
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Taking Different Routes To Success 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Men have veteran players, 
new coach, women new 
talent for veteran coach 


he Alabama men’s tennis team goes 

| into the 2003 season with a fistful of 
seniors coached by a new mentor 
while the women’s team lost a fistful of se- 


niors to graduation, but goes into the season ALABAUA 


TEN! 


with a veteran in the coaching slot. 

Billy Pate starts his first year as a head 
coach after a two-year stint as an assistant at 
Notre Dame. While coaching the Irish, Pate 
was named the ITA National Assistant 
Coach of the Year. Pate took the place of 
Adam Steinberg who left to coach Pepper- 
dine. Pate retained the services of Assistant 
Coach Mario Rincon, who is now in his sec- 
ond season with Alabama. 

Pate is no stranger to the Southeastern 
Conference. He played for Mississippi State 
1988-91. During his Starkville tenure, the 
Bulldogs reached the championship match 
of the SEC Tournament and cracked the na- 
tional top-15 for the first time in 20 years. 

Pate’s goals are loftier than just leading the 
Tide men to their third straight NCAA 
Tournament appearance. 

“Undoubtedly, we want to win the SEC 
title,” Pate said “If you compete for the con- 
ference title you’re competing for the na- 
tional title. That’s our goal and it’s not unre- 
alistic. However, there are so many great 
teams out there and so many variables that 
go into being successful. We have a senior- 
laden squad this year and if we stay healthy 
I believe we can challenge for the confer- 
ence championship.” 

The Tide’s 2003 lineup includes seven se- 
niors, three juniors and two freshmen, and 
it will take contributions from all three 
classes to make Pate’s goal a reality. 

“Ultimately, we want to finish the regular 
season in a position where we can host a re- 
gional and advance to the round of 16 in 
Athens (Georgia, site of the NCAA Finals),” 
Pate said. “From there, our players believe 
they can make some noise. But we've got a 


lot of work to do before then.” ( 
In singles, the Tide will be led by senior © | 
Max Belski, who played 22 matches at num- 
ber one singles for the Crimson Tide last Alabama's tennis teams will be led by (left to right), front, Stefanie Leung and Millie Begovic, and, 
season. A three-time individual NCAA back, Wiliam Boyles and Maxim Belski. Barry Fikes Photo 


Championship participant, Belski is 39th in 


the first national rankings of 2003. last season. He also saw significant time at Junior Stephen Mitchell played mostly at 

Junior Chris Gostek has played one numbers one and two doubles last year after number three last season, and racked up 10 
through three singles in his first two sea- playing mostly at number three doubles as a wins at that spot during the dual match sea- 
sons, seeing the most action at number two freshman. son. He also played number one doubles. 
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This season, combined with newcomer 
Geoff Hiscox, that doubles team is ranked 
eighth in the nation going into the 2003 
dual match season. 

Hiscox transferred to the Tide this fall 
after playing for Bowling Green the last 
three seasons. When Bowling Green 
dropped its program, it opened up the door 
for Hiscox to join the Tide. At Bowling 
Green, he was first-team All-Mid American 
his first three years. Last season he was the 
MAC Player of the Year. 

Playing mostly in the second half of the 
Crimson Tide lineup last season, junior 
Christian Brodersen went undefeated last 
year in SEC play. During his career, Broder- 
sen is 17-4 in SEC competition. Michael Ray 
Pallares enters his senior year having played 
mostly at number six singles, including a 
six-match stint last season. 

Seniors Brad Friedman and William 
Boyles are both doubles specialists, a role 
they are expected to reprise this season. 
Combined with Belski, Friedman is ranked 
51st nationally this season. 

A native of Jasper, freshman Matt 
Drummond played number one singles on 
three state championship teams at Mountain 
Brook Academy. His brother, Michael, 
played at Princeton University. The Tide's 
other freshman, Joao Sacomandi, joined the 
Crimson Tide for the Spring semester. 
Sacomandi was a member of Brazil's national 
champion juniors team. Tennis is also a fam- 
ily affair for Sacomandi. His father Celso 
notched wins over John McEnroe and 
Yannik Noah as a juniors player. 

Other players who could see action dur- 
ing the dual match season this year are se- 
niors Tom Givan and Brian Isern. 


he Tide women will also be going for 
their third straight NCAA Tournament 


appearance, but they face very differ- 
ent challenges than the men. Five years ago, 
Jenny Mainz, now in her sixth season as 
Alabama's head coach, recruited five athletes 
to rebuild a team decimated by injuries and 
transfers. Those five proceeded to carry the 
Tide back to the upper echelon of the colle- 
giate tennis world. 

The plus-side to those five athletes was 
that the Tide enjoyed unprecedented stabili- 
ty during their run back to the top, The 
downside was that they graduated en masse 
last spring leaving the Tide in need of a 
transfusion of talent and numbers. 

Mainz brought in six rookies to go with 
three veterans and from those nine athletes, 
the Tide will put together a lineup that 
Mainz hopes will propel the Tide into the 
“Sweet 16” of the NCAA Championships. 

“We have six new players and I believe all 
of them are going to come in and con- 
tribute,” Mainz said. “They are very hungry 
and very committed. | am impressed with 
the level of commitment and enthusiasm. 
They are already demonstrating leadership 
qualities that are quite impressive for a 
young group like this.” 
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Early on the leadership from the Tide's 
three veterans will be key in lending stabili- 
ty and confidence. And while the Tide does 
sport a young roster, there are veterans on 
the coaching staff with Assistant Coach 
Daryl Greenan in his second year and 
Volunteer Coach Keith Swindoll in his 
fourth year. 

Millie Begovic, a redshirt-junior, came 
back from a 2000-01 wrist injury to play 
numbers two and three singles last year 
going 10-13. She also played number one 
doubles, posting a 12-12 mark in dual 
match competition. She and departed part- 
ner Weyli Chang earned a berth in the 
NCAA doubles draw. 

Sophie Cremers played mainly at number 
four last season, compiling a 14-6 mark. She 
also played number two in doubles, going 5-9. 

Stefanie Leung has spent most of her ca- 
reer as a doubles specialist, playing between 
two and three. Last season she turned in a 6- 
3 dual match record 

The Tide's rookie six all come with stand- 
out credentials. Ashley Bentley was the 2002 
Female Athlete of the Year at Montgomery 
Academy, racking up four straight titles at 
number one singles and number one doubles. 

Nathalie Koppelle was ranked fourth in 
Holland's under-16 age group. She also was 
the district champion of The Hague. Is it 
possible that it would take longer to say 
someone's name than it would take them to 
complete a match? That was the rumor re- 
garding the stellar play of Marie-France 
Lord-Andrade in her native Canada and in 
international juniors competition. She com- 
peted in the Quebec Open Championships 
from 1998-02. 

Natalie McElveen (daughter of former 
Tide basketball player Greg McElveen) 
played number one singles and doubles for 
Mountain Brook High School, leading her 
squad to the state team championship as a 
sophomore and senior. Melissa Minor won 
the Alabama state singles title at number 
one as a freshman, junior and senior. She 
also led Vestavia Hills High School to the 
state title in 1999, 

Robin Stephenson won three national 
doubles titles in her native Canada and fin- 
ished in the top five in the singles competi- 
tion twice. She is also the Provincial Cham- 
pion in both singles and doubles. 

“These six new players bring lots of ener- 
gy,” Mainz said. “The level of intensity is 
higher at practice. We have more depth and 
can call on more people if we need to. I 
think that is going to help us during the 
course of the season.” 

The Tide coach said, “For the past two 
years we have earned a bid to the NCAA Team 
Championships and qualified for the finals of 
the NCAA Regionals. Now we are ready and 
enthusiastic with the young forces to take it to 
the next level, which would be winning our 
Region and going to the Sweet 16. 

“I believe in this young team and I am 
going to prepare them to believe in them- 
selves and to expect big things,” Mainz said. 
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Men’s & Women’s Golf Outlook: 


Fall Work Shou 


by Donna Fromme 


Men have new coach, 
while women’s Palmer is 
beginning 16th season 


ay Seawell was two weeks into his new 
job as head men’s golf coach at The 
University of Alabama when one of the 

)st important events in his Bama coaching 
career occurred: he got to meet his team. 

The former Augusta State coach and South 
Carolina golfer was hired in August after 
longtime Crimson Tide Coach Dick Spybey 
announced in late summer that he was retir- 
ing from collegiate coaching and stepping 
into a new role as a teacher and coach at a 
private school in Tuscaloosa. 

Seawell was hired last August 1. Within a 
matter of days he had to find a home, enroll 
his children in school for their August 7 
classes, and plan for his 2002-03 golf season. 
And because classes had not yet begun at 
Alabama, he was still a few weeks away from 
meeting his players. But with the help of his 
assistant coach, former Tide golfer Matt 
Clark who had been Spybey’s assistant since 
1997, Seawell quickly put together a practice 
plan, travel plans and even a major October 
tournament that Alabama hosts. 

“Thank goodness for the off-season,” 
Seawell said, referring to the break in college 
golf between late November and early 
February. “During the Christmas holidays I 
really had a chance to finally settle in, get my 
family moved in and concentrate on just 
moving my family to Alabama. So Christ- 
mastime was a great time for us. We’re 
Alabamians now, and we're really looking 
forward to the upcoming season. 

“When I first started up, besides getting 
my family settled, we really had to hit the 
ground running in golf with recruiting. We 
were going to recruit different golfers at 
Alabama than | was recruiting at Augusta 
State. So I had to get into who they had re- 
cruited in the past and who the best players 
were and go after them. August 1 is late for 
2003, but we were very fortunate to get in- 
volved with some good players. But that was 
the hardest part of the transition. It helped 
with having coached in Georgia. I was very 
familiar with the players. At Augusta we ba- 
sically recruited a lot in Europe with about 
50 per cent from Europe, 50 per cent in the 
South. At Alabama, we're going to do a lot 
more in the South because we can recruit 
those players. So I knew a lot about who the 
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Id Pay Dividends 


Alabama's golf teams have high hopes for the spring season. Leading the Tide will be Darby Sligh on 


the women’s side, and Clint Provost for the men. 


good players were in the South. I just hadn't 
had the chance to recruit them because at 
Augusta State you didn’t butt heads too 
often with an SEC power on too many kids. 
I knew who they were, but I had to start de- 
veloping a relationship with these recruits 
very quickly.” 

Quick work he made of it, the result of 
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which gives Alabama an exceptional incom- 
ing class next August. Signing in the early 
period in November 2002 were three men, 
one a top national recruit, one the American 
Junior Golf Association’s low round record 
holder, and an international golfer who is his 
country’s amateur champion. Two are from 
the state of Alabama, including Daphne's 
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Joseph Sykora, the 2002 Future Master’s 
champion, and Athens’ Stewart Whitt, who 
holds the AJGA low round record of 62, And 
Puerto Rican Max Alverio, Bama-bound in 
the fall, is his country’s amateur champion as 
well as the Caribbean amateur champion. 
While the future (recruiting) of Alabama 
golf is important,Seawell has also concen- 
trated on the present. One of his players, ju- 
nior Lars Brovold, set the school low round 
record, a 63, in the first round of play at a 
tournament hosted by Vanderbilt in Septem- 
ber. Brovold also represented Norway this 
fall at the World Amateur Championships. 
In Alabama's three tournament appear- 
ances (a fourth event at LSU in late October 
was rained out), Alabama finished under par 
as a team in two of the three tournaments. It 
counted all rounds from Brovold, who had a 
70.75 fall stroke average, and sophomore 
Clint Provost. Provost goes into spring play 
with a 72.0 season stroke average. Junior 
Austin Hynson played in two of the three 
fall events and emerged with a 71.4 stroke 


average, including two under par rounds of 


the five rounds he played. (The final round 
at Alabama's Jerry Pate Intercollegiate was 
rained out). 

“L was happy with the fall,” Seawell said. 
“With a new coach, none of those guys 
knew who I was. They'd heard of the reputa- 


tion of what Augusta State was (it finished 
fifth at the NCAA Championships last sea- 
son), but they didn’t know me or my philos- 
ophy. | thought we meshed well together for 
the two or three months we had. We kept 
getting better and better. I’m really im- 
pressed with their talent. Dick did a good 
job with leaving a good team when he left. 
We're ranked sixth in our region after the 
first semester, and eight teams go to the 
NCAA Championships. We were ranked 
24th nationally, so all in all, | think it was a 
pretty successful first semester.” 

Seven Tide golfers competed this fall on 
this team that has good depth. In addition 
to Brovold, Hynson and Provost, Wesley Pate 
played in two tournaments and had a 72.2 
stroke average. Lance Walker played in one 
(73.0), Mac Butler two (74.67), and fresh- 
men Daniel Creel (75.33) and Sean 
Szerencsits (78.33) both got their feet wet in 
tournament play. 

“IT think we have two or three guys who 
stood out in the fall who established them- 
selves as starters, but we're still trying to find 
our top five,” Seawell said. “It will probably 
be sometime into March when we get a start- 
ing top five, We're different than other 
sports. We don’t get to plug someone in. You 
either get to play or you don't. There’s no 
substituting. So by March | hope to have the 


five guys who stand out and give us the best 
chance to succeed.” 

Seawell said Brovold appears poised to take 
over the number one position on the team, 
and says Provost has also produced strongly 
and leads for the number two slot. “Those 
two have really pushed themselves ahead of 
the rest of the team,” the coach said. “The 
good part about it is we're really balanced 
and pretty deep. Somebody just has to step 
up to be three, four, and five. Austin Hynson 
is somebody to look at and I like our fresh- 
men also.” 

Alabama resumes play February 8-9 in 
Gainesville at Florida’s Gator Invitational. 
Stops on the spring tour also include UNLV 
March 7-9, hosting the Conrad Rehling 
Spring Invitational at the Capstone Club 
March 14-16, playing in Tucson at the 
National Collegiate, Seawell returning to his 
old town for the April 5-6 Augusta State 
Invitational, and the Billy Hitchcock at 
Auburn on April 11-12. The SEC Champ- 
ionships are April 25-27 at Sea Island, 
Georgia. 

“We play seven tournaments in the spring 
and we play the best teams week in and 
week out,” said Seawell. “We get to go to 
Florida and play one of the top five teams in 
the nation on their home course. We're com- 
peting against nationally-ranked teams every 
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week. You do that because if you want to be 
the best, you'd better beat the best. We're 
not going to hide from anybody. We're going 
to go out and compete against the best. 
Hopefully, that will toughen us up and give 
us the confidence we need as we get to the 
SEC and NCAA tournaments, and give us 
the ability to win those tournaments. Our 
goal is to win the SEC championship. I’m 
not on a five-year plan. | want lo win il now. 
We've got to work hard. We haven't won it 
since 1979, and J want to bring that trophy 
back to Tuscaloosa.” 


etty Palmer graduated from The 
Biteeso of Alabama in 1982. 

Twenty one years later and 15 seasons 
into being her former team’s head coach, she 
expects to have yet another NCAA Tourna- 
ment team. 

Palmer, who has taken Alabama to back-to- 
back NCAA post-season trips in 2001 and 
2002, is aiming to a third straight appear- 
ance. She knows, though, it will take time 
and hard work to make up lor the loss of All- 
Southeastern Conference and All-America 
Sarah Johnston who had been the force be- 
hind Alabama's success for four seasons. 

“We've gol six players, possibly seven, ca- 
pable of being in the top five,” said Palmer 
who played for the Crimson Tide from 1978- 
81 and is a Tuscaloosa native. “Darby Sligh, 
Mandy Tedder, Anna Strandberg and Carina 
Sorensen have established themselves. Our 
fifth spot tends to be a little more open, The 
rest are going to have to fight for that posi- 
tion. And that’s a good position to be in, 1 


could just as easily say Jenny Bouvin could 
be in the top four. Our depth is one of the 
strengths of this team.” 

Palmer said, “The fall was certainly not as 
productive as we wanted it to be. Whenever 
you lose an All-America like Sarah Johnston, it 
leaves a pretty big hole. We have good quality 
people to fill that. They just need a little more 
exposure, a little more opportunity to play in 
tournaments to get that much better, So thats 
pretty much what we utilized the fall for, play- 
ing opportunity and to get experience.” 

During the fall Jenny Bouvin, Darby Sligh 
and Anna Strandberg played in all five fall 
tournaments. Carina Sorensen, whose older 
sister Linda played at Alabama, competed in 
four of the five. 

Two golfers emerged with near mirror 
stroke averages. Producing the team’s indi- 
vidual fall low round score of 71 and the 
fall's best stroke average was sophomore 
Darby Sligh. Sligh had a 78.35 stroke average 
in her five tournament appearances. Ala- 
bama counted all 14 of her fall rounds, and 
she collected her first collegiate top ten fin- 
ish when she placed seventh at the ACC-SEC 
Shootout in late September with a score of 
220 (74-74-71). 

Bouvin, a senior who had competed in a 
total of 11 collegiate events but had not 
played since 2001. had Alabama's second- 
best fall, shooting a 78.79 average. Bouvin 
produced two top 20 individual finishes, a 
career best eighth at Kentucky's Lady Kats 
Invitational with 149 (73-76) and 20th at 
Furman's Lady Paladin at 224 (73-75-76). 

“We've gotten good play from Darby Sligh, 
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and she seems to be just getting better and 
better with every tournament,” said Palmer. 
“Mandy Tedder is playing so much better 
and has worked really hard in every summer 
and off-season to get herself stronger. Anna 
Starndberg has as well. The fall wasn’t as 
productive as we wanted in terms of our 
team finishes. but it was productive in terms 
of experience and getting more opportunity 
for each one of the players to be a part of 
tournament golf,” 

Only four regular season tournaments re- 
main on the season schedule after playing 
five in the fall. Alabama opens the spring 
schedule in New Orleans on February 9-10, 
then travels to South Carolina's Lady 
Gamecocks March 14-16 and the Liz Mur- 
phy Collegiate hosted by Georgia on April 5- 
7. Wedged in is a tournament Alabama 
added during the season to its schedule, 
hosted by Samford. April 18-20 Alabama 
plays in Lexington, Kentucky, for the SEC 
Championship. 

“We start out at Tulane,” Palmer said. 
“We've never played there before. Is the lo- 
cation where the PGA Tour played, and that, 
without question, is going to be a good tour- 
nament. And then we have a pretty big 
break. We don't play for a month until we go 
to South Carolina, and it’s always a strong 
field and good mix of SEC and ACC teams. 

“We've picked up a tournament that 
Samford is hosting. It's got 20 teams. It’s not 
an exceptionally strong event in terms ol 
strength of the field, but what it does have is 
a lot of good up-and-coming programs. And 
the fun thing for me is that I'll have a former 
lcammate coaching her team and a former 
player coaching her team. Rachael Short 
Moore, who played for me, is coaching 
Middle Tennessee State. And one of my old 
teammates, Janet Bolle Carl, coaches 
Cincinnati. That's going to be kind of fun. 
T'm looking forward to that. 

“Our goal is to be more consistent, have 
scores under the 310 mark on a regular basis. 
We have great leadership over the years with 
Sarah Johnston, and prior to her Paula Carter, 
prior to her Kathryn Cusick. We're going to 
have it again. We're just in one of those re- 
group building years. One of the goals is. to 
have more consistency. Darby's a sophomore, 
Mandy's a junior, it's a relatively young team. 
Its an interesting mix, We even have one in 
graduate school, Allison Akin, We have three 
seniors but in terms of the stronger players, 
they tend to fall on the younger end. We have 
to become a more disciplined team. When | 
was in school we couldn't wait to get out to 
practice. That was a point of pride, getting 
out there before any of the others. And this 
team is getting lo that point, We're not quite 
there, but we're getting there. We're building 
to be more competitive. More energy: But in 
terms of talent, they've got a lot of talent. We 
have golfers who can play the game. [t's justa 
case of getting their energy focused in the 
right direction.” 
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Faculty Chairman Of Athletics: 


English Professor To Take Over 


by Kirk McNair 


Joe Hornsby will replace 
Gene Marsh in critical 
administrative position 


mong the ways in which Alabama is 
Ais from other universities is 

that almost every Crimson Tide fan 
knows the name of Bama’s faculty athletics 
representative. Gene Marsh, a professor in 
the school of law, is nearing the end of his 
second three-year term in that position. 
Marsh has been a high-profile figure because 
of Alabama's travails in the NCAA investiga- 
tive and punitive systems. It did not help 
Marsh that a segment of Alabama followers 
considered him to be complicit rather than 
just cooperative in the investigation and also 
held him responsible for what was consid- 
ered a bungled defense of the charges 
against Alabama [ootball. 

One thing that Marsh did in his tenure is 
lead the way for the faculty athletics represen- 
tative to have a limit of two three-year terms. 
As a result, he will be replaced in August. 

Alabama's interim president, Dr. Barry 
Mason, informed faculty and staff recently 
that Joe Hornsby, an associate professor of 
English, would succeed Marsh. Hornsby will 
work with Marsh for the remainder of Marsh's 
term in order to facilitate a smooth transition. 

Marsh said, “I look forward to working in 
the months ahead with Joe Hornsby. Joe is 
an outstanding scholar and teacher. He will 
effectively and forcefully represent the inter- 
ests of the faculty in this position.” 

Joseph A. Hornsby, IV is no ordinary Joe. 
The Gadsden native, whose mother and fa- 
ther are both Alabama graduates, earned his 
undergraduate degree from The Capstone. 
He has three impressive graduate degrees—a 
doctorate in English from the University of 


Joe Hornsby 


Toronto, a Master of Arts degree in English 
from Alabama, and a law degree from The 
University of Alabama School of Law. 

Hornsby is director of the prestigious 
Blount Undergraduate Initiative. He joined 
The University faculty in L984, serving as 
director of Undergraduate and Graduate 
Studies in the Department of English. He 
has won numerous teaching and service 
awards and was a College of Arts and 
Sciences Distinguished Teaching Fellow 
from 1995-98. 

Hornsby said that he is a long-time follower 
of Crimson Tide sports. He also said that 
while circumstances made the faculty repre- 
sentative a high profile position in recent 
years, he hopes “to put it back to low profile.” 


he faculty athletics representative is 
selected by the president in consulta- 
lion with the Faculty Senate. 


Hornsby said he did not know he was being 
considered until contacted by Mason, 


It’s The “In Place” For Serious Tide Football Fans 


While NCAA compliance (and keeping the 
president informed of matters involving 
compliance) is a very important function of 
the faculty athletics representative, it is not 
the only one. Responsibilities include aca- 
demic oversight, addressing faculty concerns 
regarding athletics, and maintaining com- 
munication between the faculty and the ath- 
letics department. Historically, there has not 
been great conflict between academic and 
athletics interests at The University, proba- 
bly because Alabama's athletics department 
has always been self-sufficient; not only not 
draining The University budget, but actually 
contributing to things such as faculty 
salaries. 

Hornsby said, “The Faculty Senate always 
expresses some interest in athletics. Some of 
the faculty don’t understand the financial 
situation. But the faculty has an interest in 
graduation rates and things like that which 
are legitimate concerns.” He said he would 
report to the Faculty Senate annually. 

Mason had praise for Marsh, saying, “He 
spearheaded The University’s athletics certi- 
fication process in 1997—work that will con- 
tinue to benefit The University into the fu- 
ture. He was appointed to the NCAA 
Committee on Infractions in 1999 and con- 
linues to serve as vice-chair of the commit- 
tee. Professor Marsh will also continue to 
work with the SEC on compliance initiatives 
as a member of the Compliance Task Force.” 

A statement from Marsh said, “I look for- 
ward to continuing my work as a member of 
the NCAA Committee on Infractions and 
SEC compliance initiatives, I also appreciate 
the support of Interim President Barry 
Mason, whom | have known as a respected 
colleague and friend since I started teaching 
at the University in 1981. Barry Mason has 
set exactly the right tone in making institu- 
tional control by the president and faculty 
the number one agenda as we look to the fu- 
ture. It has been an honor to serve as facul- 
ty athletics representative through these in- 
teresting and challenging times at Alabama.” 


You can keep up with the Crimson Tide every day and even take part in discussions of 
Alabama football, recruiting, and all other sports at www.BamaMag.com The writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE provide daily information, answer questions, and dis- 
cuss the issues with you. Join the thousands who have already discovered BamaMag.com 
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SCORECARD 


Reason To Be Moody 

There's a story told about the basketball 
coach who was furious about the officiating. 
Ata timeout he said to the referee, “If 1 call 
you a blind SOB, you'll give me a technical, 
won't you?” The official assured the coach 
that would be the case. 

“Well, then,” continued the coach. “if 1 
THINK you're a blind SOB, will you give me 
a technical?" The referee thought for a mo- 
ment and said, “Well, I can’t give you a tech- 
nical just for what you think,” 

“Okay, then,” the coach said. “I think 
yowre a blind SOB,” 

Most basketball fans attend mens basket- 
ball games. In the Southeastern Conference 
fans see officiating that is weak, but general- 
ly fair to both sides. In women’s basketball, 
there seems to be a tradition that the offi- 
cials are part of the home team (except 
when Tennessee is on the road). 

Alabama Women's Basketball Coach Rick 
Moody may be able to think whatever he 
wants about officials, but he'd better not say 
what he thinks. Or even what he’s going to do. 

Following a 65-61 loss at Auburn, Moody 
told reporters he planned to protest to the 
SEC office. Alabama was trailing by one point 
and had the basketball with under a minutes 
to playwhen Bama star Jamilah Johns was 
called for a fifth foul away [rom the ball. The 
officiating crew of Lisa Mattingly, Sue Blauch 
and Doug Cloud called Alabama for 12 fouls 
in the second half, while whisting Auburn 
for only three. Auburn shot 17 free throws in 
the second half, Alabama two. Alabama was 
assessed two technical fouls. 

After the game, Moody said, “Give credit 
to Auburn for a great win. But when you 
feel like your team is held on every single 
cut you try to make and you [cel like people 
have selective vision, is frustrating. 

“Somebody has to be held accountable. 
I'm held accountable. My players are held 
accountable.” 

Moody said he had his captains tell the offi- 
cials about Auburn’ holding. He said the offi- 
cials “said they didn’t see it. It's ridiculous.” 

A couple of days later, Moody issued a 
public apology on orders from SEC 
Commissioner Mike Slive, Although the 
SEC has a rule against discussing officials or 
officiating, Moody was not reprimanded. 

Moody noted that he does not have a histo- 
ry of publicly criticizing officiating in his 14- 
year tenure as Alabama's head coach. He said 
he will continue to address concerns about 
officiating “through the proper channels.” 

Alabama shot a total of 40 fewer free 
throws than its opponents in its first three 
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league games, al Kentucky, at home to 
Tennessee, and at Auburn. 


Baseball Additions 

Coach Jim Wells added two new junior 
players when Alabama started spring 
semester workouts in January. They are first 
baseman Nathan Meiners (6-0, 200) and 
outfielder Brad Van Wingle (5-10, 185). 

Meiners played the last two seasons at 
Delgado Community College in New 
Orleans. He started 89 games and batted 
.383 (106-for-277) with five home runs and 
62 runs batted in. He had 71] runs scored, 24 
doubles, three triples, 31 walks, 11 sacrifice 
flies, and eight stolen bases. Last spring, 
Meiners batted .394 (67-for-170) with four 
home runs and 41 RBI en route to being 
named third team junior college All- 
America. He led Delgado (43-11) to the 
Miss-Lou Conference Championship. 

Van Winkle spent the last two years at 
Sacramento City Community College, one 
of the top junior college programs in 
California. As a sophomore, he batted .350 
(43-for-123) with six home runs and 27 RBI 
in 34 games. Van Winkle led his team in 
home runs, triples and runs scored last year. 
As a freshman, he led the Panthers to the 
Bay Valley East Conference Championship 
and berth in the state playoffs. 


Baseball Predictions 

Last year’s Alabama baseball team won the 
Southeastern Conference Western Division, 
finished second by a hair for the overall reg- 
ular season championship, and won the SEC 
Tournament. The league's coaches don't ex- 
pect near as much from Coach Jim Wells’ 
Crimson Tide this year, 

In voting by the 12 league coaches, LSU 
was picked to win the Western Division and 
the SEC championship. LSU received eight 
of 12 votes for tops in the division. Picked 
behind the Tigers was Mississippi State with 
four first place yotes. Auburn was picked 
third, Alabama fourth, Mississippi fifth, and 
Arkansas sixth, 

In the Eastern Division the pick was South 
Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Vanderbilt, and Kentucky, 

Baseball play begins February 7 with con- 
ference play getting underway on March 14. 
The SEC Tournament will be held May 21- 
25 at the Hoover Met in suburban Birming- 
ham, Last year’s tournament drew a record 
of 124,440. 


Softball Predictions 
LSU is also picked to win the Western 


Division and the overall championship in 
voting by the league's softball coaches. The 
Crimson Tide of Coach Patrick Murphy was 
picked second in the division. 

LSU received eight of 11 (Vanderbilt 
doesn’t have a softball team) votes to win 
the division and five to win the overall title. 
Bama received two first place votes in the di- 
vision and one to win the overall title. 

After LSU and Alabama in the Western 
Division the pick was Auburn, Mississippi 
State, Mississippi. and Arkansas. In the 
Eastern Division it was Georgia, South 
Carolina, Florida, Tennessee, and Kentucky. 

The Crimson Tide will open the 2003 sea- 
son on the road in Los Angeles, California in 
the Stacy Winsberg Memorial on January 
31-February 2. 


Rice Is Best 

Just a week after winning the all-around 
competition at the Super Six Challenge held 
in ‘*hens, Georgia, junior Alabama gymnast 
Jeana Rice returned to Athens along with 
her Tide teammates and took a dual meet 
shot at the Georgia Bulldogs. The meet was 
tight all the way down to the last event and 
Rice put a big scare in the Dogs when she 
finished off the Tide’s balance beam set with 
a perfect 10, [t turned out that her heroics 
weren't quite enough; Alabama fell by the 
slimmest of margins (.025) to the Dogs. (Of 
course, Georgia Coach Suzanne Yoculan is 
on record as saying, after one of her many 
losses in Tuscaloosa, that if you come within 
a three-tenths of a point of the home team 
when you are on the road, you can count it 
as a win, So under the Rule of Yoculan, give 
Bama a victory.) 

Rice's 10.0 on the beam helped pace 
Alabama to its third highest score ever in the 
event. She becomes the fourth Alabama gym- 
nast ever to earn a 10.0 on the beam and 
hers is only the fifth all-time for the Tide. 

Alabama gymnastics coach Sarah 
Patterson said that Rice has been ready to 
compete since before Thanksgiving and at 
the Super Six Challenge. the junior All- 
American proved her right. 

“It's no secret that Jeana struggled last 
year,” Patterson said. “This year she came 
in, and she was in competitive shape by 
Thanksgiving and it is really nice to see her 
rebound from last year’s adversity and per- 
form at this level.” 

Rice came out in her first meet of the sea- 
son and not only won three events, including 
the all-around, but posted a career best mark 
in the all-around (39,7) and uneven bars and 
tied her career best on the balance beam. She 
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was named SEC Gymnast of the Week. Rice 
wasn't the only Tide gymnast to bring home 
individual gold. Rookie Ashley Miles made a 
splash in her debut, winning the vault and 
floor exercise with a pair of 9.95s. 

Alabama, defending national champion, 
was fourth in the pre-season poll, fell to 
ninth after finishing fourth in the Super Six 
Challenge, then rebounded to fifth after its 
performance against the Bulldogs. 


Track Ranks High 

The 2003 Trackwire.com Preseason Top 25 
has the Alabama men’s track and field team 
ranked seventh in the nation. “I'm ecstatic,” 
said Coach Harvey Glance. “The last four 
years we have consistently stayed in the top 
ten. Ideally, we want to get back into the top 
four because those are the teams that are win- 
ning the trophies at nationals, but we'll take 
seventh and try to move back up the ladder,” 

The Crimson Tide finished the 2002 indoor 
season ranked second in the country, the 
highest finish ever in the program's history. 

The 2003 preseason Top 25 resembles a 
who's who among SEC track programs as eight 
of the Top 10 teams hail from the conference 
and 10 of the 11] schools in the SEC that spon- 
sor track are represented in the Top 25. 

Bama showed in its first meet that the Tide 
has some top performers. Although Alabama 
was only fourth as a team at the SEC West 


Challenge in Fayetteville, Arkansas, five 
Tiders posted times and marks that rank in 
the top ten all-time best at Bama. 

Devon Ward, who ran a 21.38 in the 200- 
meter sprint, posted the eighth fastest time in 
school history; Curtis McBride finished sec- 
ond in the 800 with a time of 1:51.55 which 
was a personal best and ranked sixth fastest 
in school history; Peter Etoot’s time of 
8:13.37 in the 3-kilometer placed him second 
in the meet and 10th fastest in school history; 
pole vaulter Matt Voginer posted a mark of 
15-11, finishing third and posting the eighth 
highest vault in Alabama track history. 

Gerald Reed moved up the most in school 
history tossing the fourth longest throw in 
the weight throw. His mark of 46-8 was 
fourth in the meet. 


Young Women 

Of the 18 members of the women’s track and 
field team that traveled to Blacksburg, Virginia, 
to open the 2003 indoor season, seven were 
making their debuts wearing the crimson and 
white of Alabama. And another two freshmen 
made their track and field debuts after spend- 
ing the fall competing in cross country. 

Aymara Albury, Erica Edwards, Mildred 
Harris, Beth Mallory and Tissilli Rogers were 
all freshmen competing in their first colle- 
giate meet. Sandrine Berthol and Jihan Trone 
were both sophomore transfers, competing 


for Alabama for the first time. Nicole Abram 
and Blair Davis both ran cross country last 
fall, but were on the track for Alabama for the 
first time in Virginia. 


Nice Start 

Eleonora Markou, a native of Athens, Greece, 
joined the Crimson Tide swimming and diving 
team in January and made an immediate im- 
pact, winning three events against Georgia 
Tech. Her time in the 200 freestyle makes her 
the ninth fastest in that event in school history, 
with just two meets under her belt. 


Groundbreaking 

“When are they going to start?” That has 
been a primary question regarding the 
Alabama Athletics Department's massive $100 
million capital improvements campaign. The 
answer is now Saturday, February 1. 

Athletics Director Mal Moore said members 
of the Crimson Tradition Committee along 
with President Barry Mason and Football 
Coach Mike Price would join Moore at a site 
adjacent to the football building for the cere- 
mony. Moore said it will “start a process that 
will elevate us to the top of the list in athlet- 
ics facilities. It will be an exciting day for all 
of us as we begin our effort to provide our 
student-athletes and coaches with the best 
possible facilities to compete in the South- 
eastern Conference.” 


WHERE THE SEASON NEVER ENDS! 


That’s the experience waiting for you at the Bryant 
Museum. Visit the museum and relive the glory 
of the Crimson Tide’s twelve national champion- 
ships. Watch vintage footage from the museum’s 
archives or use our touch screen video in the 


Echoes of Heroes exhibit. View jerseys, 


_ trophies, and awards of Alabama players 


who distinguished themselves in professional 


"football in the exhibit Path of Glory. 


300 Bryant Drive 


In 1971, Coach Bryant changed his offense to the wishbone and featured 
a young back named Johnny Musso. Musso and Bryant are shown here 


talking during the game. (Bryant Museum) 


Visit the Museum and make your trip 
to Tuscaloosa complete. 


Open daily 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama * 35487-0385 


205-348-4668 


www.ua.edu/bryant.htm 
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2002-03 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball Women’s Basketball Gymnastics 


Date/ Opponent CST/ Date/ Opponent CST/ Date/ Opponent Time (CST)/ 
ON rss ah UofA Opp. UolA Opp. 
7 EA Sports (Exh.) a 72 Premier Players (Exh.) 78 Jan.11 Super Six Challenge 4th 
72 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 7 102 Berry College (Exh.) 50 @ Athens, Georgia 
Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic 68 @Samford 46 
@ Madison Square Garden, New York Nov. 26 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 197.050 @Georgia 197.075 
68 Oklahoma 62 UTSan Antonio Tipoff Classic 197.200 @ Arkansas 194.475 
82 Alabama S 6 61 Texas-San Antonio 55 197.175 @ Nebraska 197.475 
ze ADORE ATE 36 69 Stephen F Austin 56 Jan.31 Michigan 7:00 
80 Middle Tennessee State 65 Feb.8 @ Denver 7:00 
Basketball Hall Of Fame Classic 7? . Providence 56 Feb. 14. LSU 7:00 
_, ,& Springfield, Mass. East Carolina Invitational @ Greenville Feb. 21 @ Florida 6:00 
34 Ohio State 8 67 Liberty 64 March | = Auburn 7:00 
< H ? “hey 7 
89 North Carolina-Greensboro 61 GP Fak. Cosplinis Ue Bo he sheet “4 
Phe OS ea of 80 Illinois-Chicago 72 Mar.21 @ Auburn 7:00 
. ee Classic @ Mobile 57 @South Alabama 79 Mar. 29 SEC Championships 7:00 
72 Bowling Green 63 70 BYU @ Albuquerque 59 @ Birmingham 
’ e St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, N.J. Apr.12) NCAA Region [V 6:00 
= ish . 2 mn 89 Bucknell . 64 @ Coleman Coliseum 
7 ea DERE ile 62 St. Peter's 57 Apr. 24- NCAA Championships TBA 
49. @ Utah 31 Apr.26  @ Lincoln, Nebraska 
a eee nA 62 @ Houston 68 
\¢ 2 c , J in -¢ —J 
69 @ Vanderbilt 70 3 - denne sa ater 3 
68 eel State 62 61 @ Auburn 65 
68 Auburn 77 - 5) 
57 @ Mississippi 76 oT ited 7 ~ Men’s Indoor Track 
63 Kentucky 46 an. 30 @ Mississippi State 7:00 Date — Event Result 
Feb. 1 LSU +00/SEC-TY tei 2 Arkansas if 2:00 Jan, 18 SEC Challenge 
Feb,5 @ Arkansas 7:00/J-P Sports Feb. 6 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 @ Fayetteville 4th 
Feb. 8 @ Florida Noon/CBS Feb.9 South Carolina 2:00 Jan, 24-25 Air Force Invitational 
Feb. 15 Auburn 7:30 Feb. 13. @LSU 7-00 @ Colorado Springs 5th 
Feb. 18 Georgia 8:00/ESPN Feb, 16 Florida 2:00 Feb.8 @ Florida Invitational 
Feb. 22 @ Tennessee — Noon/J-P Sports Feb. 23. Kentucky 2:00 Feb, 14-15  @ Iowa State Invitational 
Feb. 26 @ Mississippi State7:00/J-P Sports Feb. 27 -Anbutn 7:00 Feb. 15 Armory Invitational 
Mar, 2 Mississippi 1:00/CBS Mar 2 @ Arkansas 2:00 @ New York 
Mar. 5 South Carolina 7:00 Mane- “SPE Touran Feb.21 @LSU Twilight 
Mar. 8 @ LSU 7:00 Mar.9 @ Little Rock TBA Feb. 28- SEC Championships 
Mar. 13- SEC Tournament Mar.2 @ Gainesville 
Mar. 16 @ New Orleans TBA Mar.8 Last Chance 
5 4 3 5 ‘ is @ Ames, lowa or 
Men's Swimming Women’s Swimming South Bend, Indiana 
Date/ Opponent Time (CT)/ Date/ Opponent Time (CT)/ Mar, 14-15 Sl iia 
UofA Opp. UolA Opp. @ Fayetteville 
152 @ Louisiana-Monroe 6l 72 @ Louisiana-Monroe 139 
155 @ LSU 103 Oct. 25-26 @ Dallas Classic Filth 
110 @ Delta State 23 154 @ LSU 127 5) 
94+ NW Missouri State 39 137. Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 146 Women Ss Indoor 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 107 @ Delta State 25 T k 
Nov. 22- World Cup All Day 94+ NW Missouri State 39 rac 
Nov. 23. @ Long Island, N.Y. @ Cleveland, Miss, Date Event Result 
Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day Nov. 22- World Cup All Day Jan. 18 @ Virginia Tech Invitational 
108 @ Georgia 133 Nov, 23. @ Long Island, N_Y, Jan. 25 SEC Challenge 
160 @ Georgia Tech 124 Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational — All Day @ Lexington 7th 
128.5 Florida 108.5 95 @ Georgia 139 Feb.8  @ Nebraska Invitational 
Jan. 31) Auburn 4:00 182 @ Georgia Tech 106 Feb. 14-15 Armory Invitational 
Feb. 1 South Carolina 1:00 112 Florida 129 @ New York 
Feb. 19-22 SEC Championships All Day Jan. 31) Auburn 4:00 Feb. 28- SEC Championships 
@ Auburn Feb. | South Carolina 1:00 Mar.2. @ Gainesville 
Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA Feb, 19-22. SEC Championships All Day Mar.8 Last Chance 
Mar. 1 @TBA @ Auburn @ Ames, Owa 
Mar. 9 Last Chance TBA Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA Mar. 14-15 NCAA Championships 
Mar. 27- NCAA Championships Mar. | @ TBA @ Fayetteville 
Mar. 29 @ Austin, Texas All Day Mar. 9 Last Chance TBA 
Apr. 1-5 USS National Championships Mar. 20- NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis All Day Mar. 22 @ Auburn All Day 
Apr. 1-5 USS National Championships 


@ Indianapolis All Day 
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2003 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 


Date Opponent Time 
Astros Classic @ Houston 
Beb. 14 La-Lafayette 11:00 


Feb. 15 Houston 11:00 
Feb. 16 Rice Noon 
Feb, 19 Centenary 6:30 


Feb, 21 SE Missouri 6:30 
Feb. 22 SE Missouri 4:00 
Feb, 23 SE Missouri 2:00 
Feb. 26 Miss. Valley St. 6:30 
Feb. 28 Rhode Island 6:30 


Mar. L_ Rhode Island 4:00 
Mar. 2 Rhode Island 1:00 
Mar. 4+ Belmont 6:30 
Mar.5 Bham-Southern 6:30 
Mar. 7 Massachusetts 6:30 
Mar.8 Massachusetts 4:00 
Mar.9 Massachusetts 2:00 
Mar. 12 Louisiana Tech 6:30 
Mar. 14 Georgia 6:30 
Mar. 15 Georgia 4:00 
Mar. 16 Georgia 2:00 
Mar. L9 @ Samford 6:30 
Mar. 21 @ Florida 5:30 
Mar. 22 @ Florida 3:00 
Mar. 23 @ Florida Noon 
Mar. 26 @ UAB 7:00 
Mar. 28 LSU 6:30 
Mar. 29 LSU 4:00 
Mar. 30 LSU 2:00 
Apr.2 West Alabama — 6:30 
Apr.4+ @ Auburn 6:30 
Apr.3) @ Auburn 3:00 
Apr.6 @ Auburn 1:30 


Apr.8 @WNW State 7:00 
Apr.9 @ Centenary 6:00 


Apr. 11 Kentucky 6:30 
Apr, 12. Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 13. Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 16 South Alabama — 6:30 
Apr. 18 @ Ole Miss 6:30 
Apr. 19 @ Ole Miss 4:00 
Apr. 20 @ Ole Miss 1:30 
Apr. 23, UAB 6:30 
Apr. 25 Arkansas 6:30 
Apr. 26 Arkansas 4:00 
Apr. 27 Arkansas 2:00 
Apr. 30 Samford 6:30 


May 2 @ Tennessee 6:00 
May 3 @ Tennessee 3:00 
May + @ Tennessee 1:00 
May9 South Carolina  6;30 
May 10 South Carolina 3:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 
May 11 South Carolina 2:00 
May 13 Jacksonville State 6:30 
May 16 @ Mississippi St 6:30 
May 17 @ Mississippi St 2:00 
May 18 @ Mississippi St 1:30 
May 21- SEC Tournament 
May 25 @ Hoover Met 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 
June 1 @campus sites 
June 6- NCAA SuperRegionals 
June 8 @campus sites 
June 13-College World Series 
June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


All times. central 


Softball 


Date Opponent Time 
Stacy Winsberg @ Los Angeles 
Jan. 31- UCLA, Loyola, TBA 
Feb.2 Cal State-Fullerton 

Fun In Sun Classic @ Miami 
Feb. 7- Florida Atlantic, TBA 
Feb.9 Florida International, 

Ohio State 
Bama Bash 

Feb. 14- West. Kentucky, TBA 
Feb. 16 Southern IIL, Winthrop 
Leadoff Classic @ Columbus, Ga. 
Feb. 21- TBA TBA 
Feb. 23 


Feb. 26 @ Southern Miss 6:00 
Crimson Classic 

Feb. 28- Penn State, TBA 

Mar,2  Kanas, Tex-Arlington 


Mar.+ @ Jacksonville St 6:00 
Mar.8 Arkansas (2) 1:00 


Mar.9 Arkansas 1;30 
Mar, 15 @ Tennessee (2) Noon 
Mar. 16 @ Tennessee Noon 
Mar. 18 Southern Miss — 6;00 
Mar, 19 Troy State 6:00 
Mar. 22 Kentucky (2) 1:00 
Mar, 23 Kentuck 1;30 
Mar. 27 @La-Lalayette 7:00 
Mar, 29 @ LSU (2) 4:00 
Mar, 30 @ LSU 1:00 
Apr.2) Auburn (2) 3:00 
Apr.3 Auburn 2:00 
Apr.5 Ole Miss (2) 1:00 
Apr.6 Ole Miss 1:30 
Apr.8  @ Florida (2) 3:00 
Apr.9 @ Florida 3:00 


Apr. 12 Mississippi St (2) 1:00 

Apr. 13) Mississippi St 1:30 

Apr. 18 @ So. Carolina (2) 4:00 

Apr. 19 @So, Carolina Noon 

Apr. 23 UT-Chattanooga 6;00 

Apr. 26 Georgia Tech (2) Noon 

May 3 @ Georgia (2) 1:00 

May 4+ @ Georgia 2:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 

May 8- SEC Tournament 

May 11 @ Plant City, Fla. 

May 15- NCAA Regionals 

May 18 @ campus sites 

May 22- College World Series 

May 26 @ Oklahoma City 


Men's Outdoor Track 
Date Event 
Mar. 20- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 23 
Mar. 28- Florida Relays 
Mar. 29 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar, 28- Stanford Invitational 
Mar, 29 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 
Apr.12 Sun Angel @ Tempe, AZ 
Apr. 19- Ole Miss Invitational 
Apr.20 @ Oxford, Miss. 
Apr. 24- Drake Relays 
Apr.26 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May3 —_ Jesse Owens Invite 

@ Columbus, Ohio 
May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 
May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @Sacramento, Calif. 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp. 
e Troy State 0 
(3 Southem Miss 0 


Feb. 1 @ Northwestern 3:00 
Feb.7 Georgia Tech 6:00 
Feb.9 Jacksonville St 9:00 
Feb.9 Georgia State 3,00 
Feb, 12 UT-Chattanooga 1,00 


Feb, 14 Ohio State 6:00 
Feb. 16 Florida State 1:00 
Feb, 19 @ MTSU 2:00 
Feb. 21 @TexasA&M ~~ 3:00 
Feb. 28 @ LSU 1:00 
Mar.2 @ Arkansas 1:00 
Mar.7 @ Tennessee Noon 
Mar.9 Georgia 1:00 


Mar. 12 South Florida L:00 
Mar. 14 Mississippi State 2:00 
Mar. 16 Ole Miss 1:00 
Mar. 28 Florida 1:00 
Mar. 30 South Carolina 1:00 
Apr. + @ Kentucky 5:00 
Apr.6  @ Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr.9 @UAB 2:00 
Apr, 12 @ Auburn 5:00 
Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Oxford, Miss. 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 @ campus siles 

May 17- NCAA Championships 
May 26 @ Athens, Ga. 


Men's Golf 


Date Event 

Feb. 8- Gator Invitational 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 7- UNLV Invitational 

@ Las Vegas 

Mar. 14- Rehling Invitational 
Mar. 16 @ Capstone Cluh 
Mar, 30- National Collegiate 
Apr. L @ Tucson, Ariz. 

5- Augusta St, Invit, 

@ Augusta, Ga. 

Apr. L1- Billy Hitchcock Invit. 
Apr. 12) @ Auburn 

Apr. 25- SEC Championships 
Apr. 27 @Sea Island, Ga. 
May 15- NCAA Regionals 
May 17 @TBA 

May 28- NCAA Championships 
May 30 @ Stillwater, Okla. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date/.| Opponent Time/ 
UofA : 
7 Georgia State 0 
7 UT-Chattanooga 0 
Jan. 31 Washington State 5:00 
Feb.2 Penn State 10:00 
Mobile Collegiate 


Feb. 8 Fla. International 1:00 
Feb.9 South Alabama _ 1:00 


Feb, 15 Houston Noon 
Feb. 20 West Virginia 1:00 
Feb. 23 @ Florida State 11:00 


Feb. 28 LSU 3:00 
Mar, 2 Arkansas 1:00 
Mar.9 @ Georgia Noon 
Mar. 14+ @ Mississippi St 1:00 
Mar. 16 @ Ole Miss 1:00 
Mar, 19 Minnesota 3:00 
Mar, 28 @ Florida 4:00 
Mar. 30 @ So, Carolina Noon 
Apr. 4 Kentucky 3:00 
Apr. 6 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr, 11 UAB 3:00 
Apr, 13 Auburn 1:00 


Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr, 20 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 9- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 TBA 

May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ South Bend, Ind. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event 

Feb. 9- Tulane Intercollegiate 
Feb. 10 @ New Orleans, La. 
Mar, 14- Lady Gamecock 
Mar. 16 @ Columbia, SC 
Mar, 24- Samford Invitational 
Mar. 25 @ Birmingham 

Apr. 5- Liz Murphey Classic 
Apr.7 @ Athens, Ga. 

Apr. L8- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Lexington, Ky. 
May 8- NCAA Regional 

May 10 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 23 @ West Lafayette, Ind. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 20- Alabama Relays 


Mar. 29 SEC Four-Way 
@ Athens, Ga, 
Georgia Tech Invite 
Apr.5  @ Atlanta, Ga, 
Apr. 10- Sea Rays Relays 
@ Knoxville, Tenn, 
Apr. 24- Drake Relays 
Apr. 26 @ Des Moines, Iowa 
May3 LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 


Date Event 

May 15- SEC Championships 
May [8 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 

May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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= $9998 44° deck savings 
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SUSAN'S OUTDOOR POWER 
630 20TH STREET 

BESSEMER, Al 

205-428-0460 


TALLADEGA INTERNATIONAL 
35450 AL HWY 21 
TALLADEGA, AL 


256-362-6113 


HOLT AUTO SALES & 
EQUIPMENT 

4006 NOTASULGA ROAD 
TALLASSEE, AL 


334-283-6507 


ACTION TURF SERVICES 
$725 SKYLAND BLVD 
COTTONDALE, AL 
205-556-8899 


&S LAWN AND TRACTOR 
229 RIVER FALLS STREET 
ANDALUSIA. AL 


251-222-0933 


ESCAMBIA LAWN 
AND RENTAL 
$720 HWY 31 
ATMORE, AL 


251-368-1580 


FOUTS TRACTOR CO 
275 6TH AVE 

ASHVILLE, Al 
205-594-7000 


LAND TRACTOR CO 
1406 W. PUSHMATAKA 
BUTLER, AL 


205-489-2952 


Series 3000 Tractors 


PREMIUM ENGINEERING FOR YOUR TOUGHEST JOBS. 


* Steel drive shaft 


* Shaft-driven deck 


* Cast-iron transmission 


Tractors starting at 


1 TS 


¢ Cast-iron front axle 


* Fully welded steel frame 
* AutoHydro™ transmission 


Hurry in — Limited-Time Offer! 


OVERLOOK MOTORS 
3506 HWT 22 NORTH 
SELMA, Al 


334-872-2132 


HOUSE HOME AND LAWN 
21290 112 WEST COLLEGE ST 
COLUMBIANA, AL 


205-669-6574 


ROGER'S TRUE VALUE 
MAIN STREET 


TOMMY'S FOREST 
AND LAWN 

1018 WEST THIRD STREET 
LUVERNE, AL 
334-335-3414 


OUTDOOR POWER 


2872 US 231 
WETUMPKA, AL 
334-567-4511 


WARD APPLIANCE 
1403 HWY 80 E 
DEMOPOLIS, Al 
334-289-0488 


BOWMAN-WEAVER 
EQUIPMENT 

9190 AL HWY 40 
HENAGAR, Al 
256-687. 


COOSA VALLEY EQUIPMENT 
HWY 411 N. INDUSTRIAL PKWY 
CENTRE, AL 


256-92 


FARMTOWN 
4110 SARDIS ROAD 
SARDIS CITY, Al 


256-$93-7182 


FREDRICKS EQUIPMENT 
110 SMITHSON DR 
HARTSELLE, Al 


256-751-3555 


GOODSON FEED 
COMPANY 

17] FOURTH AVE NW 
HAMILTON, Al 


205-921-4493 


HARE TRACTOR 
35 NESMETH 
CULLMAN, Al 


256-734-8583 


MAYNARD EQUIPMENT 
113 MOONTOWN RD. 
BROWNSBORO, Al 


256-776-9435 


MAYNARD EQUIPMENT 
2908 S. BROAD ST 
SCOTTSBORO, Al 


256-259-332 


MCCUTCHEON 
TRACTOR 

11108 HWY 72 WEST 
ANNER, AL 


256-252-9115 


NEAL'S TIRE & APPLIANCE 


6559 HWY 72 
KILLEN, AL 


256-757. 


SPANN HARDWARE 
976 HWY 43 SOUTH 
WINFIELD, Al 
205-487-2103 


THE PARTS CONNECTION 
312 NORTH BRINDLEE 
ARAB, AL 


256-$866-6772 


TRI-COUNTY INTERNATIONAL 
1030 HWY 20 
TUSCUMBIA, AL 


256-383-5601 


“Free cutting deck while supplies lost, Offe ble until December 25, 2002. See participating dealers for details. Subject to applicable sales tx. 44” deck model 1902 

we. 60° deck model 190291 — 51,779 velue 

**Cub Codet Troctors 0% FINANCING UNTIL JUNE 1, 2003 — Avoiloble to qualified buyers 
wil occrve on these purchases, but if the purchase price is poid in full prior to the expiration date, 
Miniroum finence charge $.50. Credit provided by Conseco Bonk, Inc. Retail prices ore set by deat 


ue. 48° deck model 190289 - $1,129 value. 54° 


ower Cord on specific products as 
dicated on your statement, the deferred fin 
ond may vory. Taxes, freight, setup ond hy 


id by Cub imum paym: e required. Finance char 
 chaages will be waived and not edded to your eccount. Effective 6 
9 chorges moy be cdditional and moy vory. 


ond credit insurance premiuens (i applicable 


Opp 


/\/02, the voriable APR for purchases is 


Models shown subject to limited avoilobility, Financing promotions are for resid 


only. Financing promotions avoiloble 8/1/02 through 12/31/02. Financing promotions subject to chonge. See dealer for detoils. Specilications 
Cub Codet Power Cords are only accepted at porticipating Cub Codet independen 5 
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The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 
your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum*® a 

power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus. GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 
The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 


: 3: DODGE 
right moves. For more, visit or call 


A DRIVER’S LICENSE 
IS A TERRIBLE.THING * 
TO WASTE. hee 


me We) 


v4 
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Caravan 


& 
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Stratus Rs 


